
Whilst you wait, please take a look at the scenarios below, 
which you may have experienced in your lifetime. Please 
think about, or discuss with the people around you, what 

skills you need to successfully complete these…

 Researching  your holiday destination. 

 Updating your CV.

 Following instructions to put together flat pack furniture.

 Registering a complaint about the service of a company.

 Cooking from a recipe.

 Discussing the latest book in your book club.

 Finding out what day and time your favourite TV show is on.

 Following your football team’s progress in the current tournament.

 Preparing for a job interview.

 Cooking dinner for someone with food allergies.

 Making a speech at your best friend’s wedding.



English Curriculum 
Evening



Aims of Session:

 Understand the importance of the English Curriculum. 

 Outline the different areas of the English Curriculum.

 Gain a better understanding of how to help children develop the 
key English skills.

 Understand just how important reading is and take away ideas to 
increase frequency and enjoyment of reading. 

 Experience and learn from practical activities to improve phonics, 
spelling, grammar and handwriting. 



Why is the Primary 
English Curriculum so 

important? 



 Researching  your holiday destination. 

 Updating your CV.

 Following instructions to put together flat pack furniture.

 Registering a complaint about the service of a company.

 Cooking from a recipe.

 Discussing the latest book in your book club.

 Finding out what day and time your favourite TV show is 
on.

 Following your football team’s progress in the current 
tournament.

 Preparing for a job interview.

 Cooking dinner for someone with food allergies.

 Making a speech at your best friend’s wedding.



Primary National 
Curriculum

‘English is both a subject in its own right and the medium 
for teaching; for pupils, understanding the language 

provides access to the whole curriculum. Fluency in the 
English language is an essential foundation for success in 

all subjects.’

Primary National Curriculum, 2014



Primary English 
Curriculum



The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding;

 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information;

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 

linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language;

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage;

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and 

for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences;

 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain 

clearly their understanding and ideas;

 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in debate.

Aims of English National Curriculum



Spoken language

Reading

Writing

Vocabulary

Areas of English Curriculum



Pupils should be taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently 

using Standard English. They should learn to justify ideas with reasons; 

ask questions to check understanding; develop vocabulary and build 

knowledge; negotiate; evaluate and build on the ideas of others; and 

select the appropriate register for effective communication. They 

should be taught to give well-structured descriptions and explanations 

and develop their understanding through speculating, hypothesising 

and exploring ideas. This will enable them to clarify their thinking as 

well as organise their ideas for writing. 

Spoken Language



 Offer plenty of opportunities to speak about 

interests/activities/events/the school day-

encouraging speaking in full sentences.

 Choose a family word of the week to introduce 

new vocabulary. 

 Use dictionaries (paper and/or electronic ) 

regularly.

Helping at Home with Spoken Language



Teachers should develop pupils’ reading and writing in all subjects to 

support their acquisition of knowledge. Pupils should be taught to read 

fluently, understand extended prose (both fiction and non-fiction) and 

be encouraged to read for pleasure. 

The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of 

two dimensions:

 word reading

 comprehension (both listening and reading)

Reading



Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the 

pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy 

recognition of familiar printed words. Underpinning both is the 

understanding that the letters on the page represent the sounds

in spoken words. This is why phonics should be emphasised in the early 

teaching of reading to beginners (i.e. unskilled readers) when they 

start school.

Word Reading



Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of 

vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the world. Comprehension 

skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the 

teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and 

non-fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction 

and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in 

which they live, to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to

gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely and often increases 

pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or 

use in everyday speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up 

a treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious young minds.

Comprehension



 Read anything and everything!

 Read daily for at least 5 minutes- ideally 20 minutes.

 Encourage use of phonics to sound out and decode words. 

 Discuss punctuation and expression when reading.

 Ask children questions to do with what they are reading.

 Read Bug Club e-books and answer the bugs.

 Read a wide range of books, both fiction and non-fiction.

 Join a local library and borrow a range of books regularly.

 Subscribe to a children’s newspaper/magazine. 

 Listen to audio books (e.g. on long journeys).

Helping at Home with Reading
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Phonics
 At SRR we follow the scheme ReadWriteInc. This scheme supports all 

children in KS1, older children who need to catch up and any child 
new to English.

 Daily phonics supports how your child is learning to read and spell in 
school.

 In Reception sounds are taught in a specific order. Children then 
move onto blending those sounds together in order to read words.

 There are 44 sounds with over 150+ graphemes. Children then move 
onto segmenting the sounds for spelling words.  



Tricky/red Words

 Equally there is the importance of learning Red Words which are 
not phonetic and cannot be sounded out.

 When spelling these words the letter names are used. 

 The children need to be able to read and spell the words by 
sight. 

For example – the, was, saw and said



Reading Scheme
 The children begin reading books from the scheme from 

Reception onwards.  

 Some of the reading books are to develop the children’s phonic 
awareness and others to consolidate their recognition of high 
frequency words and comprehension skills. 

 Reading books are selected based on the child’s next learning 
steps in reading. 

 Once a child gets to stage 12 or 13 in KS2 they will be assessed to 
see if they can move on to becoming a ‘free reader’.  



Bug Club



School code: xagt

www.activelearnprimary.co.uk

http://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/
















Pupils should develop the stamina and skills to write at length, with 

accurate spelling and punctuation. They should be taught the correct 

use of grammar. They should build on what they have been taught to 

expand the range of their writing and the variety of the grammar they 

use. The writing they do should include narratives, explanations, 

descriptions, comparisons, summaries and evaluations: such writing 

supports them in rehearsing, understanding and consolidating what 

they have heard or read.

Writing



The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 are constructed 

similarly to those for reading:

 transcription (spelling and handwriting)

 composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing).

Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, on 
spelling quickly and accurately through knowing the relationship between 
sounds and letters (phonics) and understanding the morphology (word 
structure) and orthography (spelling structure) of words. Effective composition 
involves forming, articulating and communicating ideas, and then organising 
them coherently for a reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, 
purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and 
grammar. Writing also depends on fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy 
handwriting.

Writing



Helping at Home with Writing

Handwriting

 Use letter-join to practise letter formation. 

 Encourage correct pencil grip, sitting position and page 

position. 

 Complete activities to help with finger grip and hand 

strength.









Pencil Grip



Sitting Position



Paper Position



https://www.teachhandwriting.co.uk/

https://www.teachhandwriting.co.uk/


Helping at Home with Writing

Writing

 Have paper/notepads and pencils/pens always available for children 

to write whenever inspired or when an opportunity arises.

 Encourage children to write diary entries, fictional stories, adverts, 

instructions, information posters, newspaper reports, poems, play 

scripts…any type of writing!

 Talk to children about how to set out different types of writing and 

the features of the style of writing (e.g. headlines for a newspaper 

report, or bullet points for instructions).



Genres of Writing

Fiction
• Poetry 
• Adventure stories
• Mystery stories
• Fables
• Myths and Legends
• Fairy and Folk Tales
• Play scripts 
• Stories with historical settings
• Stories from different cultures
• Stories set in imaginary worlds
• Story in the style of a significant 

author
• Flashback stories

Non-Fiction
• Instructions
• Balanced argument
• Persuasive texts
• Newspaper reports
• Non-chronological reports
• Formal writing (including letters)
• Recount
• Diary entries
• Information texts
• Explanation texts
• Biography and autobiography



SPaG
Pupils should be taught to control their speaking and writing consciously 

and to use Standard English. They should be taught to use the elements 

of spelling, grammar, punctuation and ‘language about language’ listed. 

This is not intended to constrain or restrict teachers’ creativity, but 

simply to provide the structure on which they can construct exciting 

lessons. A non-statutory Glossary is provided for teachers. Throughout 

the programmes of study, teachers should teach pupils the vocabulary 

they need to discuss their reading, writing and spoken language. It is 

important that pupils learn the correct grammatical terms in English and 

that these terms are integrated within teaching. 



Helping at Home with Writing
Spelling

 Encourage use of phonics to sound out and spell words. 

 Practise spelling lists from school daily, as well as words on statutory 

spelling lists for children’s year group.

 Practise spellings words using spelling activities. 

Punctuation and Grammar

 Read children’s writing with them and talk about punctuation 

needed to help it make sense.

 When reading or writing, use correct grammar terminology. 

 Discuss punctuation when reading. 



Spelling



Pupils’ acquisition and command of vocabulary are key to their learning and 

progress across the whole curriculum. Teachers should therefore develop 

vocabulary actively, building systematically on pupils’ current knowledge. They 

should increase pupils’ store of words in general; simultaneously, they should 

also make links between known and new vocabulary and discuss the shades of 

meaning in similar words. In this way, pupils expand the vocabulary choices 

that are available to them when they write. In addition, it is vital for pupils’ 

comprehension that they understand the meanings of words they meet in their 

reading across all subjects, and older pupils should be taught the meaning of 

instruction verbs that they may meet in examination questions. It is particularly 

important to induct pupils into the language which defines each subject in its 

own right, such as accurate mathematical and scientific language.

Vocabulary



Helping at Home with Vocabulary

Vocabulary

 Read a wide range of books, including fiction and 
non-fiction.

 Choose a family word of the week to introduce 
new vocabulary. 

 Create a vocabulary dictionary and record new 
and exciting vocabulary.

 Use a dictionary (paper and/or electronic ) 
regularly.



Practical ways to 
support your children’s 

learning



 On chair with PowerPoint slides.

 Would be very grateful if you are able to 
complete one.

 Pens and pencils available in each area.

 A box for completed forms in the Elizabeth 
Hall. 

Evaluation Forms



Hall: Practical ideas to help finger and hand strength for writing

Year 1: Phonics 

Year 2: Spelling

Year 3: Handwriting

Year 4: Punctuation and Grammar

Library: Reading

Evaluation Forms: Box in hall.

7.15pm Vacate primary classrooms. 

Hall still open and staff available to answer any unanswered questions. 

7.30pm End of evening-please leave via Elizabeth Hall.

Rest of the Evening



Spoken Language

 Offer plenty of opportunities to speak about 
interests/activities/events/the school day-
encouraging speaking in full sentences.

 Choose a family word of the week to introduce 
new vocabulary. 

 Use dictionaries (paper and/or electronic ) 
regularly.

Reading

 Read anything and everything!

 Read daily for at least 5 minutes- ideally 20 
minutes.

 Encourage use of phonics to sound out and decode 
words. 

 Discuss punctuation and expression when reading.

 Ask children questions to do with what they are 
reading.

 Read Bug Club e-books and answer the bugs.

 Read a wide range of books, both fiction and non-
fiction.

 Join a local library and borrow a range of books 
regularly.

 Subscribe to a children’s newspaper/magazine. 

 Listen to audio books (e.g. on long journeys).

Helping at Home
Writing

 Have paper/notepads and pencils/pens always available for 
children to write whenever inspired or when an 
opportunity arises- diary entries, made up stories, adverts, 
instructions, information posters, newspaper reports, 
poems, play script…any type of writing!

Handwriting

 Use letter-join to practise letter formation. 

 Complete activities to help with finger grip and hand 
strength.

 Encourage correct pencil grip, sitting position and page 
position. 

Vocabulary

 Read a wide range of books, including fiction and non-
fiction.

 Create a vocabulary dictionary and record new and exciting 
vocabulary.

 Use a dictionary (paper and/or electronic ) regularly.

Spelling

 Encourage use of phonics to sound out and spell words. 

 Practise spelling lists from school daily, as well as words on 
statutory spelling lists for children’s year group.

 Practise spellings words using spelling activities. 

Punctuation and Grammar

 Read children’s writing with them and talk about 
punctuation needed to help it make sense.

 When reading or writing, use correct grammar terminology. 

 Discuss punctuation when reading. 




