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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
We hope that you are continuing to cope with these challenging times as well as can be 
expected and thank you for your continuing support.  We hope, too, that our provision 
continues to meet needs.  
 
Today you will receive our regular half termly Parent Bulletin which we hope you will find 
useful. Please refer to it as it includes some important information that could support you and 
your children during this ‘partial closure’ period for schools. 
 
High School Parent survey results  
 
Thank you to the 108 of you for taking the time to respond. 
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Of course the survey is now a week old, but I hope that this level of approval has at least been 
maintained. 
 
Safeguarding 
 
Please be reminded that students should only be using College Google email addresses to 
communicate with College, not their personal emails.  If they don’t have their own Google 
email address, please contact remotesupport@srrcc.org.uk. 
 
 
 

mailto:remotesupport@srrcc.org.uk
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Family circumstances 
 
We are conscious that a family’s situation can change very quickly and therefore we wish to 
emphasise that if any family is feeling particularly worried about any aspect of their 
circumstances, they should feel free to contact us in confidence, via office@srrcc.org.uk.  We 
can’t promise to be able to solve every concern, but we will certainly try our best.  We will be 
including a contact form and contact number on our website for students to use if they have 
specific concerns regarding the impact of the Coronavirus on their mental health, so that we 
can offer appropriate support.  
 
College finances 
 
We hope that you will appreciate that there are a number of financial decisions to make that 
will take some time to implement and process.  These could include, amongst other things, 
potential refunds for trips, food technology materials and dinner money following our partial 
closure.  Linked to the preceding paragraph, if any family needs support linked to these aspects 
of College life, please do not hesitate contacting us in confidence via office@srrcc.org.uk  
 
GCSEs and A Level results 
 
Students and their parents in Years 11 and 13 will no doubt be aware of the announcement 
earlier today as to how their GCSE and A level grades will be determined this year.  We support 
Ofqual’s plan for the grading of A-levels and GCSEs following the cancellation of exams, and call 
upon everybody to back this approach.  
  
We are confident that Ofqual’s plan is the fairest and most consistent way of grading these 
qualifications in these circumstances. Students can be assured that we know them well, will 
assess their work with the utmost diligence, and that the process for standardising results will 
ensure a level playing field nationally. It will allow students to progress to the next stage of 
their lives without hindrance. 
  
It is important to understand that a mechanism is applied to A-level and GCSE results every year 
which means the distribution of grades is broadly the same as for similar cohorts in previous 
years. The model planned by Ofqual this year will apply a similar approach to assessments 
made by schools and colleges rather than to exams. The benefit is this ensures consistency over 
time and students can therefore be confident that a grade achieved this year will have the 
same value as in any other year. 
 
We have been told, quite clearly, that we must not share grades with students, parents or 
carers, under any circumstances, until after final results are issued. 
 
Students DO NOT need to complete their NEA (non-exam assessment) work as we are not 
required to submit marks for any completed NEA.  Students should keep any work on their 
NEAs that may currently be at home as it may be required for evidence. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@srrcc.org.uk
mailto:office@srrcc.org.uk
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High School Teaching and Learning 
 
Year 13: Curriculum teaching will stop on the 15th May, the original date of study leave.  From 
the 18th May students will be expected to complete Pre-University work, alongside a pathway 
for those not attending University or travelling available via Google Classroom.  We are 
planning a virtual celebration in May and a ‘face to face’ one at Christmas 2020 when students 
are back from university.  
 
Year 12: Curriculum teaching will continue as planned with a mock examination week beginning 
on the 1st June.   
 
Year 11: Curriculum teaching will stop on the 15th May (as above) and from the 18th May 
students will be asked to complete Pre-A Level transition work provided through Google 
Classrooms.  Engagement with this work will be a contributing factor, alongside GCSE grades for 
acceptance onto their chosen A Level courses.  For those not progressing to A Levels we will 
provide a Key Skills Classroom.  We are planning a virtual celebration of their transition to Sixth 
Form in May and a more formal evening at Christmas 2020. 
 
Year 10: Curriculum will continue as planned with a mock examination fortnight from the 8th - 
19th June. 
 
Year 9: We are looking at the opportunity for students to focus on their 9 GCSE subjects after 
May half term in order to successfully transition to Key Stage 4.  The planned assessment week 
will now be led by individual departments to ensure a fair and accurate picture of progress by 
the end of this academic year and will be conducted after May half term but not to a rigid 
timetable. 
 
Year 8: The planned assessment week will now be led by individual departments to ensure a 
fair and accurate picture of progress by the end of this academic year and will be conducted 
after May half term but not to a rigid timetable. 
 
Year 7: Should continue with the classwork and homework they are being set and let tutors 
know if any issues arise. 
 
Partial Closure & Twickenham Hub provision 
 
You will all be aware that the Government has asked parents to keep their children at home 
wherever possible, and for schools to remain open only for those children of workers critical to 
the COVID-19 response who absolutely need to attend. 
 
It is important to underline that schools remain safe places for children. But the fewer children 
making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, will protect the 
NHS and save lives by reducing the risks of spreading the virus. 
 
We have therefore been asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of children - 
children who are vulnerable, and children whose parents are critical to the COVID-19 response 
and cannot be safely cared for at home. 
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We are blessed with a willing and able group of staff who have been prepared and able to 
attend the College to provide supervision in this way.  On Monday we joined forces with 
Orleans Park School, and potentially Richmond upon Thames School, to offer a Hub provision to 
reduce further the number of staff required to keep schools open for children who are 
vulnerable, and children whose parents are critical to the COVID-19 response and cannot be 
safely cared for at home.  This Hub model could mean that the site of our provision may rotate 
on a weekly basis between the schools involved in the Hub. eg. one week at St Richard 
Reynolds, the next at Orleans Park etc  We would expect that there will be at least one member 
of staff from each school at each site. 
 
Lent 2020 
 
As we move towards Holy Week perhaps we should use this time to reflect on how well we lead 
our lives and what we can do to improve the lives of others that surround us.  Palm Sunday 
reminds us of the day when virtually all of the city of Jerusalem filled its streets to adoringly 
welcome Jesus Christ; yet five days later they allowed him to be brutally murdered, for no 
reason?  When do we welcome Jesus Christ into our lives and how quickly do we forget the 
reason why? 
 
Last week from the steps of St. Peter’s Basilica, Pope Francis led a solemn blessing given “to the 
city and to the world” of which this was part: 
 
The Lord asks us and, in the midst of our tempest, invites us to reawaken and put into practice 
that solidarity and hope capable of giving strength, support and meaning to these hours when 
everything seems to be floundering. The Lord awakens so as to reawaken and revive our Easter 
faith. We have an anchor: by his cross we have been saved. We have a rudder: by his cross we 
have been redeemed. We have a hope: by his cross we have been healed and embraced so that 
nothing and no one can separate us from his redeeming love. In the midst of isolation when we 
are suffering from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of so 
many things, let us once again listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is living 
by our side. The Lord asks us from his cross to rediscover the life that awaits us, to look towards 
those who look to us, to strengthen, recognize and foster the grace that lives within us. Let us 
not quench the wavering flame (cf. Is 42:3) that never falters, and let us allow hope to be 
rekindled. 
 
Please take care and stay safe. 
 
The College Leadership Team 
 


