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Important Dates 2020 

April   

3rd End of Term 

9th Maundy Thursday 

10th Good Friday 

12th  Easter Sunday 

13th Easter Monday 

20th Start of Term (Week B) 

23rd St George's Day 

May   

4th St Richard Reynolds Feast Day 

8th VE Day Bank Holiday 

21st Ascension of Jesus Mass 

25th - 29th Half-Term Holiday 

June   

8th - 12th Yr 12 Work Experience 

29th - 3rd July Yr 10 Work Experience 

July   

15th Academic Review Day 

17th End of Term 

 Our Catholic Community 

I cannot start this bulletin from Our Catholic Commu-
nity without mentioning the dramatic change to our 
working and faith lives due to the huge impact the 
terrible Coronavirus is having on our daily lives.  I 
think our prayerful lives are more important than ev-
er in these uncertain times, and I will mention some 
fantastic resources that are online for those seeking 
comfort. 
This half term has been very busy for Our Catholic 
Community. We started off with whole College mass-
es for Ash Wednesday, and we are very grateful to Fr 
Francis Lynch and Canon Peter Newby for saying 
mass and distributing ashes. A special mention must 
also go to Mr Cole who distributed ashes amongst 
the Primary classes. 
Also that week, we started our Lenten Reconciliation. 
Each year group (sadly with the exception of Years 11 
and 13, which was due to be last week) had the op-
portunity to go to Reconciliation, and almost all stu-
dents in the other year groups took this up. The sac-
rament of Reconciliation gives us the perfect oppor-
tunity to reflect on the following: “While I might call 
myself a Catholic, have I done what I need to do in 
living my faith?”. After all, Reconciliation can mean a 
renewed sense of peace, a fresh start, a feeling of 
having faced our weaknesses and admitted them and 
received forgiveness. 
During the Holy season of Lent, we have held daily 
Lenten prayer in the chapel before school, led by stu-
dents and staff, where everyone can come together 
to pray and reflect as a community.  
Our Friday morning masses have been re-routed back 
to the Chapel now that building works are complete, 
and now that mass is part of Friday morning form 
time, we have been delighted to see all forms taking 
such an active role in their acts of worship.   
Of course over the next few months where we don’t 
know how life is going to pan out, I would ask you, as 
parents, to maintain as best you can some kind of 
spiritual reflection either weekly or daily if possible, 
in order to help our students maintain a good bal-
ance between school work and positive mental 
health. I think we all need to work together to keep 
our young people’s lives as stable and consistent as 

possible, and in turn I think this can only have a pos-
itive effect on our own lives.  Here are a few links to 
help with prayer and reflection: 

 https://www.ctsbooks.org/if-you-cant-get-to-mass-

making-a-spiritual-communion/ 

 lentinisolation.com 

 https://pray-as-you-go.org/ 

Live streaming of mass: https://mass-online.org/  

I wish you and your family a blessed and Holy East-
er. Look after each other and stay safe. 

Mrs Z. Prindiville 

Head of Our Catholic Community 

https://www.ctsbooks.org/if-you-cant-get-to-mass-making-a-spiritual-communion/
https://www.ctsbooks.org/if-you-cant-get-to-mass-making-a-spiritual-communion/
http://lentinisolation.com/?fbclid=IwAR1vKnRtZpfgVRi0b9kwIJ3b6A0sAYRlY-tncOp2Ug14_kFL2oH1t-5fkUM
https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://mass-online.org/


 Coronavirus and protecting your 
mental health 
Based on advice from the Mental Health Foundation 

Infectious disease outbreaks, like the current Coro-
navirus (COVID-19), can be scary and can affect 
our mental health. While it is important to stay 
informed, there are also many things we can do to 
support and manage our wellbeing during such 
times. 

Here are some tips we hope will help you, your 
friends and your family to look after your mental 
health at a time when there is much discussion of 
potential threats to our physical health. 

Looking after your mental health while you have 
to stay at home 

The government is now advising us to avoid all but 
essential social contact. This will mean that more 
of us will be spending a lot of time at home and 
many of our regular social activities will no longer 
be available to us. It will help to try and see it as a 
different period of time in your life, and not neces-
sarily a bad one, even if you didn’t choose it. 

It will mean a different rhythm of life, a chance to 
be in touch with others in different ways than usu-
al. Be in touch with other people regularly on so-
cial media, e-mail or on the phone, as they are still 
good ways of being close to the people who 
matter to you. 

Create a new daily routine that prioritises looking 
after yourself. You could try reading more or 
watching movies, having an exercise routine, try-
ing new relaxation techniques, or finding new 
knowledge on the internet. Try and rest and view 
this as a new if unusual experience, that might 
have its benefits. 

Make sure your wider health needs are being 
looked after such as having enough prescription 
medicines available to you. 

Try to avoid speculation and look up reputa-
ble sources on the outbreak 

Rumour and speculation can fuel anxiety. Having 

access to good quality information about the virus 

can help you feel more in control. You can get up-

to-date information and advice on the virus here: 

 https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19 

You should only leave the house for: 

1. shopping for basic necessities, for example 
food and medicine, which must be as infre-
quent as possible 

2. one form of exercise a day, for example a 
run, walk, or cycle - alone or with members 
of your household 

3. any medical need, or to provide care or to 
help a vulnerable person 

4. travelling to and from work, but only where 
this absolutely cannot be done from home 

Wash your hands for 20 seconds with soap and 
hot water whenever you get home or into work, 
blow your nose, sneeze or cough, eat or handle 
food. If you can’t wash your hands straightaway, 
use hand sanitizer and then wash them at the next 
opportunity. Stay 2 metres apart from anyone 
outside of your household and stay at home if you 
are feeling unwell. 

Try to stay connected 

At times of stress, we work better in company and 
with support. Try and keep in touch with your 
friends and family, by telephone, email or social 
media, or contact a helpline for emotional sup-
port. You may like to focus on the things you can 
do such as: 

stress management - keeping active - eating a 
balanced diet 

Stay in touch with friends on social media but try 
not to sensationalise things. If you are sharing 
content, use this from trusted sources, and re-
member that your friends might be worried too. 

Also remember to regularly assess your social me-
dia activity. Tune in with yourself and ask if they 
need to be adjusted. Are there particular accounts 
or people that are increasing your worry or anxie-
ty? Consider muting or unfollowing accounts or 
hashtags that cause you to feel anxious. 

Talk to your children 

Involving our family and children in our plans for 

good health is essential. We need be alert to and 

ask children what they have heard about the out-

break and support them, without causing them 

alarm. 

We need to minimise the negative impact it has 

on our children and explain the facts to them. 



 International Women’s Day 2020 

Celebrated on March 8 every year, International 
Women's Day is a day dedicated to honouring the 
achievements of women throughout history and all 
across the globe, and is typically a day for women 
from all different backgrounds and cultures to 
unite together to fight for gender equality 
and women's rights. 
International Women’s Day has a rich history da-
ting back 108 years — the first glimpse of it was in 
1909 when the Socialist Party of America celebrat-
ed 15,000 women who protested long work hours, 
low pay, and the lack of voting rights in New York 
City. 
Originally called National Woman’s Day, the monu-
mental annual celebration spread across the world 
(officially celebrated in 1911), but it was Russia 
who unknowingly set the March 8 trend. Although 
International Women’s Day became an official holi-

Discuss the news with them but try and avoid over-
exposure to coverage of the virus. Be as truthful as 
possible. Let’s not avoid the ‘scary topic’ but en-
gage in a way that is appropriate for them. 

Try to anticipate distress 

It is OK to feel vulnerable and overwhelmed as we 
read news about the outbreak, especially if you 
have experienced trauma or a mental health prob-
lem in the past, or if you have a long-term physical 
health condition that makes you more vulnerable to 
the effects of the coronavirus. 

It’s important to acknowledge these feelings and 
remind each other to look after our physical and 
mental health. We should also be aware of and 
avoid increasing habits that may not be helpful in 
the long term, like smoking and drinking. 

Try and reassure people you know who may be 
worried and check in with people who you know 
are living alone. 

Try to manage how you follow the outbreak in the 
media. There is extensive news coverage about the 
outbreak. If you find that the news is causing you 
huge stress, it’s important to find a balance. It’s 
best that you don’t avoid all news and that you 
keep informing and educating yourself, but limit 
your news intake if it is bothering you 

What to do if you are still struggling? 

If you think you or someone you know could be ex-
periencing a problem with their mental health, 
then it is important to talk about it and to get help. 
Speak to a health professional - talk to your mid-
wife or Health Visitor and they will be able to pro-
vide you with emotional support and signpost you 
to more help. 

IAPT Talking Therapy services are continuing to pro-
vide assessments and treatment over the phone 
and via video call and so you can still access thera-
peutic support from your own home. You can either 
self-refer online (please see accompanying list of 
local contact details) or speak to your Health Visitor 
and they can refer you. 

Similarly GP surgeries are still providing telephone 
assessments and can discuss possible medication 
options with you should you feel that you would 
benefit from this. Your Health Professional can also 
refer you to additional community mental health 
teams which continue to operate. 

Useful Websites 

Anxiety UK - advice and helpline 

https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/blog/health-and-other-forms-
of-anxiety-and-coronavirus 

Mind - Coronavirus and your wellbeing 

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-
and-your-wellbeing/
#TakeCareOfYourMentalHealthAndWellbeing 

Mental Health Foundation - Looking after your 
mental health during coronavirus outbreak 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/looking-
after-your-mental-health-during-coronavirus-outbreak 

PANDAS charity – perinatal mental health helpline 

http://www.pandasfoundation.org.uk 

OCD Action - skype/phone support groups 

https://www.ocdaction.org.uk/support-groups/online2 

Place2Be - Talking to children about corona-

virus https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/news-

and-blogs/2020/march/coronavirus-information-for-

children 

Supporting young people's mental health during 
coronavirus 

https://www.annafreud.org/coronavirus 

The link below provides a raft of different Apps for 
your mobile. 
https://www.nhs.uk/apps-library/category/mental-health/ 

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/g26326977/international-womens-day-quotes/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/g28470640/best-feminist-quotes/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/About
http://time.com/5187268/international-womens-day-history/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/impact-traumatic-events-mental-health
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/blog/health-and-other-forms-of-anxiety-and-coronavirus
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/blog/health-and-other-forms-of-anxiety-and-coronavirus
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/#TakeCareOfYourMentalHealthAndWellbeing
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/#TakeCareOfYourMentalHealthAndWellbeing
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/#TakeCareOfYourMentalHealthAndWellbeing
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-coronavirus-outbreak
http://www.pandasfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.ocdaction.org.uk/support-groups/online2
https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/news-and-blogs/2020/march/coronavirus-information-for-children
https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/news-and-blogs/2020/march/coronavirus-information-for-children
https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/news-and-blogs/2020/march/coronavirus-information-for-children
https://www.annafreud.org/coronavirus
http://mail.governorhub.com/track/click/30059758/www.nhs.uk?p=eyJzIjoiVS1BQXM2Rjk4WmdhaHhib1o5dEFRMi1rRTFJIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDA1OTc1OCxcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3d3dy5uaHMudWtcXFwvYXBwcy1saWJyYXJ5XFxcL2NhdGVnb3J5XFxcL21lbnRhbC1oZWFsd


day in Russia in 1913, women still experienced diffi-
culties caused by WWI. While men were off at war, 
women dealt with food shortages and a govern-
ment who wouldn’t listen to them. On March 8, 
1917 (February 23 in the former Russian calendar), 
tens of thousands of Russian women took to the 
streets demanding change. To celebrate Interna-
tional Women’s Day Mrs Parker created an exhibi-
tion in the LRC of 40 inspirational women from the 
1920s through to the present day. Students and 
staff were encouraged to write the name of a 
woman who inspired them (past or present) on a 
post-it and say why.  
Miss Gellard  
 

 Year 7 Make Your Myth Competition 

Just before Christmas all our Year 7 students were 
encouraged to produce a piece of artwork or crea-
tive writing about the ancient Greek goddess Athe-
na.  Three students - Charles Dunning, Beatrice 
Battaglia and Lukas Glasheen - were selected to 
represent SRRCC and send their entries to the na-
tionwide Make Your Myth competition, organised 
by Cambridge University.  We are pleased to report 
that from the 220 entries received, Beatrice re-
ceived a ‘special mention’ for her WW1-inspired 
artwork and Lukas’s imaginative story won the cre-
ative writing category.  This was a great result for 
two really impressive pieces of work - well done, 
Lukas and Beatrice! 
 

 World Book Day 

World Book Day was celebrated across 
the College with some fabulous cos-
tumes as students and staff in both the 
primary and secondary schools dressed 
up as characters from their favourite books.  We 
were privileged to receive a visit from childrens’ 
author Joseph Elliott who read from his new novel 
The Good Hawk and spent time sharing his experi-
ences of writing with students.  Joseph also gave a 
fascinating assembly for KS3 and spent time in both 
the primary and secondary schools signing copies 
of his book.  Other popular events included the an-
nual year 7 decorate a door competition which was 
won by 7M; a house book themed cake decorating 
competition which was supported by excellent 
efforts from both staff and students.  The proceeds 
of the subsequent cake sale went to our Lenten 
charity, St Joseph’s school in Madagascar.   



 Staycation 

Ideas for a stay at 

home Easter Holiday  

As the Easter holiday 
draws near, we have put 
together some ideas for 

activities you can complete at home with your fam-
ily.  You’ll have your own ideas and plans too but 
might be unaware of some we have found which 
we hope you will enjoy.  Some are “switch on” ac-
tivities using the internet, others, further on are 
“switch off” activities to get us away from our 
screens.  Have a happy and holy holiday and please 
keep tweeting @StRRCCollege. 
 

Switch on - you’ll need technology for 
these! 

Watch a play, ballet or go to the opera: 

The National Theatre Live will screen a play every 
Thursday at 7pm. They will be available to screen 
for the following 7 days, It starts on 2nd April with 
James Corden in One Man Two Guvnors.  Of course 
you can also watch a film too -write it up and be 
your own film critic! 

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/nt-at-home 

The Royal Shakespeare Company has free full 
length broadcasts here if you sign up for a 30 day 
free trial: https://www.rsc.org.uk/news/watch-rsc-
shows-from-home 

Watch a Ballet every Friday at 7pm broadcast by 
the Royal Opera House, find out more here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7f4eeAKd4U 

Don’t restrict yourself to the UK!  The New York 
Met is offering free nightly Opera performances: 

https://www.metopera.org/ 
 
Visit a museum: 

Virtual tours are available for most museums - how 
about visiting one a day over the break, this link 
will take you to 12 of the world’s greatest muse-
ums, from The British Museum, to the Guggen-
heim. 

https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/
museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours 

Attend a lecture: 

Gresham College was founded in 1597 and has 
been providing lectures for over 400 years.  Click 
below to hear lectures from topics as diverse as 
“The history of the stomach” to “Charles II: The 
court in exile”. 

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch/ 

Cosy up with a good book: 

Read/listen to classic books free on Audible - start 
a family book club!  There are over 1000 books 
here: 

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 

Stay healthy: 

Promote family health and fitness with Joe Wicks 
daily PE and don’t forget to try the SRRCC PE chal-
lenges!  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ  

Learn how to touch type: 

https://www.typingclub.com/sportal/program-
3.game 
 
 

Turn off the tech and do some-
thing less boring instead!                                

Family Prayer Group 

Spend some time each day with your family in 
prayer.  Offer to read a bible passage, lead prayer 
or spend time together giving thanks and thinking 
of others less fortunate than us. 

Keep up with old skills! 

How about a creative challenge? Get out that mu-
sical instrument, art materials, play script, craft 
project and get cracking.  Post on twitter/google 
classroom your makes. 

Feed the family 

Take a leaf out of Jamie’s book and plan, cook and 
wash up after your family - take control for at least 
one day this holiday and be your family's chef, cre-
ate a menu or run a buffet.  Be careful at this time, 
no waste and ask first! 

(for more ‘Feed the family’ ideas see Miss Jen-
nings’ superb suggestions overleaf)... 

 

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/nt-at-home?queueittoken=e_safetyevent25mar20~q_d4a397fc-7e61-418d-afa6-760ee0e32f52~ts_1585562271~ce_true~rt_safetynet~h_1bcd2add5307fdda9031caadde8379154fdac4e4dbbc873b28687e5cfba8ffc1
https://www.rsc.org.uk/news/watch-rsc-shows-from-home
https://www.rsc.org.uk/news/watch-rsc-shows-from-home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7f4eeAKd4U
https://www.metopera.org/about/press-releases/met-launches-nightly-met-opera-streams-a-free-series-of-encore-live-in-hd-presentations-streamed-on-the-company-website-during-the-coronavirus-closure/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours
https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch/
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ
https://www.typingclub.com/sportal/program-3.game
https://www.typingclub.com/sportal/program-3.game


Be your own Joe! 

Create a workout for your family.  Get out a deck 
of cards and assign an exercise to each card and 
then pick them at random.  Don’t forget to warm 
up, cool down and keep hydrated! 

Board game day 

Get out all the board games and have a competi-
tion.  Even better if you create a game yourself! 

Family theatre 

Create a play and make your family players!   
 
Remember Shakespeare wrote King Lear whilst in 
isolation, he also wrote many great poems - we’ve 
received some excellent ones already from SRRCC 
students - keep coming in, as Lemn Sissay says, 
poetry is the bridge between the physical and spir-
itual. 

Easter 2020 Scrapbook/Diary 

Keep a scrapbook or diary every day of the Easter 
holidays.  Make a plan each day and write it up at 
the end of the day, maybe you’ve been on a virtu-
al tour of a museum or you were your family's 
chef, write up how it went.  It will be great to look 
back on and see how creative you were when you 
didn’t go to school! 

Tidy up angel! 

Tidy up for a day, or at least help someone with 
the dusting, hoovering or sorting!  Maybe not a 
popular one, but something to show you how 
much you appreciate everything that is being 
done for you.  What about the garden too?  Help 
dig over the flower beds or even create a rapid 
response vegetable patch - you could be eating 
your own produce before the summer is here. 

 

 Miss Jennings top cooking tips 

The great website called ‘Love Food Hate Waste’ 

has lots of resources and advice for cutting down 

on food waste. With so many people stockpiling 

all sorts of food, it is important to know how to 

store it properly and make it last. The website also 

lets you know if things are suitable for freezing, it 

has lots of great recipes and a handy portion plan-

ner.    

Take a look -  https://lovefoodhatewaste.com/

article/food-storage-a-z?

_ga=2.267631046.971563534.1584965842-

1937798616.1584965842 

Other food related items are these food-based chal-

lenge tasks from Great British Chefs which are de-

signed to give people something to do at home, 

one is for adults and the other is to get kids cooking 

- I myself will be making a sourdough starter. Here 

are the weblinks for recipe ideas.. 

https://www.greatbritishchefs.com/collections/kids

-recipes  

https://www.greatbritishchefs.com/how-to-cook 

https://lovefoodhatewaste.com/article/food-storage-a-z?_ga=2.267631046.971563534.1584965842-1937798616.1584965842
https://lovefoodhatewaste.com/article/food-storage-a-z?_ga=2.267631046.971563534.1584965842-1937798616.1584965842
https://lovefoodhatewaste.com/article/food-storage-a-z?_ga=2.267631046.971563534.1584965842-1937798616.1584965842
https://lovefoodhatewaste.com/article/food-storage-a-z?_ga=2.267631046.971563534.1584965842-1937798616.1584965842
https://www.greatbritishchefs.com/collections/kids-recipes
https://www.greatbritishchefs.com/collections/kids-recipes
https://www.greatbritishchefs.com/how-to-cook


I also wanted to take 
this opportunity to cele-
brate the achievement 
of one of our top Chem-
istry students, Kiana, 
who took home a 
bronze award at the UK 
Chemistry Olympiad. 
Thank you to Dr Clark 
for providing our school 
with the opportunity to 
enter and support to the students. 

Mrs J. Mason 

 UCL Space Project 

A group of our Year 10 students have had the op-
portunity to find out how scientists conduct re-
search and to see what a career in science might 
be like. The Year 10 ORBYTS Group have been en-
gaged in a collaborative project with scientists 
from UCL for the last four months. Pupils have 
been analysing satellite images of the Earth’s 
poles, and investigating how the Northern Lights 
are affected by fluctuations in the solar wind. This 
is important because space weather can have a 
profound effect on how satellite communications 
work on Earth. The students have been supported 
in the project by Michaela Mooney, a PhD student 
from UCL’s Mullard Space Science Laborato-
ry.  They have worked hard to understand the sci-
ence behind the interaction of the solar wind with 
our Earth’s magnetic field and atmosphere. Last 
week they gave a talk, presenting their results, to 
Professor Graziella Branduardi-Raymont, Professor 
of Space Astronomy and European leader of the 
SMILE space mission. The students are pictured 
below with Michaela and Professor Branuardi-
Raymont. They will have the opportunity to deliver 
their talk at UCL once current travel restrictions are 
lifted. 

Dr S. Clark 

 Science Week 

This year we celebrated science week starting with 
the science quiz and finishing with science fair. Con-
gratulations to Mrs Musgrave’s form who won the 
science quiz and will be awarded with a prize as 
soon as we will be back to school.  

During our science fair, the students took part in var-
ious experiments learning about static electricity, 
dissecting a rat and making their own bath bombs. 
Mr Fernando showed us a few tricks using a Van de 
Graaf generator where with just pointing his fingers 
he made the student’s hair stand up, some of the 
students were able to move the water stream with-
out even touching it! Magic… 

 

 
 
 

Our Year 13th 
Biologists 
demonstrated 
great precision 
with using scal-
pels and dis-
secting a rat 
under the su-
pervision of our 
fantastic Mrs 

Musgrave. They fully explained to the lower school 
students the location of each organ and its func-

Many girls and 
boys enjoyed 
bath bomb mak-
ing and they were 
able to test them 
instantly in our 
lab – they showed 
great skill in 
measurement 
and mixing the 
ingredients need-
ed. 



 Careers & Work Experience 
 

So much has happened since our last update and as 
always we are very grateful for all the parental help 
and input in giving our students the best Careers 
and Work Experience. 
 
The highlight of this term must definitely be the 
National Careers Fortnight - 2nd - 13th March. We 
had many exciting careers related events lined up 
and we were so lucky that our students were given 
the chance to benefit from them all before we had 
to close the College. Our amazing librarian Ms Par-
ker prepared an extensive display of careers relat-
ed books in LRC. 

Our annual Careers Fair, 
which was our fifth, was 
the biggest to this date. 
We had 32 different com-
panies representing vari-
ous sectors and our stu-
dents from Year 6, 9 and 
12 (nearly 300 in total) 
had the opportunity to 
go round the tables in 
the Corpus Christi Audi-
torium and ask some 
very interesting ques-
tions. Students were really engaged and we hope 
that they also got inspired. Please do speak to your 
child and find out which job sounded the most in-
teresting for them.  

On Wednesday 11th March we took our Year 10 
students to the World of Work Roadshow at the 
Stoop Stadium. The aim of the event was to give 
young people access to a wide variety of different 
organisations, professions, courses and opportuni-
ties, some of which they may never have consid-
ered. This free event was organised by Achieving 
from Children and it was a very informative after-
noon where our students had a chance to meet 
and talk to employers, gain advice from a range of 
employers and colleges and learning about some of 
the skills and qualifications required for appren-
ticeships, traineeships, work experience place-
ments, entry level roles and graduate schemes 
offered by the exhibitors. 



This year's popular Year 
7 Careers Dress up took 
place on Friday 13th 
March. It was brilliant to 
see that most of our stu-
dents took part and 
came dressed to school 
as a career of their choic-
es.  We were very im-
pressed by many stu-
dents who took time and 
researched into specific 
careers out there.  
 

On another note, we are currently talking to 
Changing Education Ltd who is helping us to deliver 
the Work Experience program. At these uncertain 
times, we are unable to provide any more details 
but as soon as we have any more information we 
will endeavour to update you. We also have a 
number of students who have not made the big 
step yet and sorted out their Post 16’s options. All 
of our Year 11 students received a conditional offer 
to stay for Year 12  and while the majority of the 
Year 11 students also received impartial career in-
formation, advice and guidance, we are aware that 
some students might need further help. Even 
though the open days/evenings at various Sixth 
Form/Colleges are currently cancelled, your child 
will still need to apply for a place. 
 
We have an extensive list of useful Careers web-
sites on our main website under https://
www.strichardreynolds.org.uk/high-school/parent-

information/supporting-your-child Year 11 and beyond 
which might be of interest to you. Deciding what to 
do after Year 11 can be a very daunting and diffi-
cult task so if you require any help, please email 
careers@srrcc.org.uk and we can work together. 
We are always here to help. 
 
As mentioned above even though our College is 
currently closed, we are all working remotely so if 
you need any advice, help or just wanted to say 
hello feel free to email  us on ca-
reers@srrcc.org.uk. Thank you and look after your-
self and your loved ones.  
 

Mrs I. Drummond 
Careers and Work Experience Co-ordinator 

https://www.strichardreynolds.org.uk/high-school/parent-information/supporting-your-child
https://www.strichardreynolds.org.uk/high-school/parent-information/supporting-your-child
https://www.strichardreynolds.org.uk/high-school/parent-information/supporting-your-child
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HEAD OF YEAR UPDATES 
 Year 7 
It's been another incredibly busy half term for Year 
7. I have once again been astounded by their 
enthusiasm and vigour for school life. Our sports 
teams have done us proud, representing the school 
in various fixtures across netball, football and 
rugby. The students have been working really hard 
and seeing that pay off in their winning matches. 
Furthermore, they are learning the value of 
sportsmanship and resilience. I am very proud! We 
have also had book week this term and the 
students once again surprised me with the 
efforts and ideas that went into both their 
costumes and their cake decorating. From 'Cat in 
the Hat' cupcake to 'The Northern Lights' in edible 
form- our students did us proud. The students were 
also treated to a fabulous assembly with a guest 
author and participated in 'Battle of the 
Clans'.  Creativity was most certainly the theme of 
this half term with the students also dressing up for 
Careers Day; we had a range of doctors, vets, 
physiotherapists, web designers, DJs and many 
more on site! It was great to chat to the students 
about their future aspirations! Moreover, the 
students also created Norman Castles during their 
history lessons / for homework.  I was a big fan of 
all the effort that went into them; it was evident 
how much time had been spent on these creations 
(I was of course a big fan of all those that were 
edible)! This year group have achieved, created and 
grown so much in this short term and I am 
confident that they will continue to do so for the 
rest of the academic year!  

 
Ms S. Thompkins 

 Year 8 
 

I hope both you and your families are well and that 
the current “lockdown” isn’t causing you to drive 
your parents insane (I know my 4 year old is doing 
her very best to try and break me).  I also hope 
that you are using some of your time to do new 
things like checking out the £3 British Sign 
Language course I posted on SMHW the other 
day.  There have been a few teething problems 
with all the new online platforms that we are all 
getting used to so please continue to let your 
teachers and me know if you are having any issues 
logging on or accessing your work.   

An important request from me is that you 
complete all your online lessons to the best of your 
ability and try your very hardest to submit any 
work that has been asked of you. It may be that I 
will be making some calls home, but this is 
primarily to make sure that you have access to all 
the tools you need to work remotely.  The main 
objective is to  ensure you do not fall behind or 
develop gaps in your learning that might affect you 
in the future; this is a great opportunity to develop 
your independence, resilience and organisation 
skills as well as strengthening relationships with 
everyone at home. 

I would also like to remind you all to take regular 
breaks and go out into the garden  or the park for 
some fresh air and exercise. 

Remember our Year 8 moto, WORK HARD, BE 
NICE. 

Look after yourselves and I look forward to seeing 
you again sooner rather than later. 

 
Mr B. Gibbs 



 Year 9 
Despite unprecedented and uncertain times for 
everyone both within and outside of the College, 
Year 9 have really embraced home learning and 
many have shown high levels of productivity both 
in terms of classwork and homework.  
Furthermore, I have been impressed by those who 
want to make a difference by looking after their 
loved ones and also thanking members of the 
community for all the work that they are doing. 
This is testament to the students’ generosity and 
compassion. 

This half-term, some students were lucky enough 
to go on the Ski trip. Staff feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive about the Year  9 cohort 
and speaking to those who went, it sounds like it 
was a resounding success and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all.  

Earlier this month, Year  9 were given an insight 
into the world of work and spoke to those in the 
industry at the Year  9 Careers Day. Hopefully this 
has given students some guidance and direction 
for their future career plans.  

Year  9 Parents’ Evening was this half-term where 
students were able to discuss and finalise their 
Options choices with their subject teachers and 
parents. Hopefully now all Year  9 students are 
confident with their choices. They should be 
preparing themselves for the start of their GCSE 
journey in the new academic year.  

Also, this month, the Year  9 cohort watched a 
moving and informative performance by the 
Stopwatch company about drug awareness. 
Thanks to the generosity of the students and 
parents, the Daniel Spargo-Mabbs Foundation 
received a considerable donation, which they are 
very grateful for.  

Finally, it was World Book Day this month and a 
new upcoming author visited the College to talk 
about his book “The Good Hawk” during 
assembly. After his talk, there were many 
students who were keen to receive a signed copy 
of his book.  

As we approach Easter, I hope Year 9 will reflect 
on this term and stay healthy and safe during the 
Easter period and thereafter.  

Take care and best wishes, 

 

Mrs H. Massey 

 Year 10 
Year 10 had another successful half term. So far 
they have achieved 9,229 LORRIC points for their 
hard work and effort both within and out of the 
classroom. On Wednesday 26th February, Year 10 
watched a production of Romeo and Juliet by 
Orange Tree Theatre Company as part of their GCSE 
English Literature studies - this was a great 
opportunity to consolidate their understanding of 
the plot before revisiting the play in Year 11. In 
addition, on Wednesday 11th March, Year 10 
attended the World of Work Roadshow at The 
Stoop as part of Careers Week. This was a 
wonderful afternoon which gave our students the 
opportunity to network with a range of employers.  
 
Ms K. Hayles 

World of Work 

Romeo & Juliet 



 Year 11 
 

As challenging a time as it is for the whole world, 
Year 11s across the country have been impacted in 
a way that is unique. As is exemplified by our own 
cohort, pupils have put in a huge amount of hard 
work and preparation in the build up to their exami-
nations. The prospect of the rite of passage that fin-
ishing Year 11 and GCSEs provides has been a key 
motivator for them and it is unfortunate that these 
young people have been denied that experience. 
 
The way that our Year 11s responded to the difficult 
news and uncertainty has been inspirational. The 
energy around the college on the last week, alt-
hough thoughtful and pensive at times, was full of 
joy and warmth. A chance for shirt signing, saying 
thank you to teachers and tutors, for 'Hey Jude' to 
be sung in the playground and an impromptu 
'Champions League' match at lunch. Year 11 made 
the most of their last two days and it was obvious 
how special and truly together this group are.  
 
We will ensure that we gather the year group to-
gether again for a 'leavers day' whenever we are 
able to do so. What is important for pupils to not 
lose sight of at this time is that the experiences they 
have shared, the friendships they have built, the 
lessons they have learnt, the knowledge they have 
acquired, the passions and interests they have de-
veloped and flourishing of their characters at St 
Richard Reynolds is worth more than any grade.  
 
Over the coming weeks I would ask pupils to contin-
ue to work and study as we know that teachers' as-
sessments will be based on the overall evidence and 
body of work produced by pupils so anything that 
can contribute to this can only be of benefit. I 
would urge pupils to look at their Post-16 courses 
and begin to research and explore those subjects 
and professions so as to be in a stronger position 
when those courses begin. Finally, I would ask that 
they look to their communities at this difficult time 
for our society and do what they can to support the 
most vulnerable. 
 
I hope to see Year 11 soon.  
 
Mr F. Barber 

 Sixth Form 

Well...it's been quite an unusual half term.  Year 12 
and 13 have really been making incredible progress 
this half term.  We were really starting to see those 
transitions that always happen at this time of year: 
Year 12s really finding their feet, organising their 
time more effectively and starting to see the fruits 
of the labour as they have plenty of A Level con-
tent under their belts and grades are improving bit 
by bit; and Year 13s finding that inner strength and 
determination to show the very best version of 
themselves when it counts.  I really hope that de-
spite the adversity we now face, the students (your 
children) can hold onto that feeling and use it to 
maximum effect over the next few weeks and 
months.   
 
Here is a quick rundown of some of the things we 
achieved together over the last few weeks: 
 a final sports session with Y13s  - we kept our 

distance 
 learning some self-defence techniques with 

the Police Schools' Liaison teams 
 careers meeting with a network of profes-

sionals 
 a French cook-off  
 a walk to Westminster - raising £500 for Len-

ten fundraising - well done 12F 
 and Y13 put on Teachers' Got Talent as part 

of Faith in Action just before Feb half term  



 
 

It is a great shame that some of these things the 
community was building have been set off kil-
ter.  However, I know that this situation is forcing 
us to be more creative, to reprioritise and over-
come challenges which will undoubtedly strength-
en us.   
 
My message to Year 12 and 13 now is to keep on 
working hard, use your teachers' enthusiasm for 
being there for you from a distance but also use 
this very unusual time and stop and reflect on what 
matters the most; I know that will be different for 
all of us but it's incredibly important.  Take a mo-
ment to see if you can "see the good things of the 
Lord" in this challenging time.     
 
Year 13, we will come back together to celebrate 
all the incredible things that you have given to the 
SRR community - I am sorry that we couldn't do it 
as we had started to plan.  We are absolutely com-
mitted to doing something for you, your families, 
teachers (old and new) and friends to mark the end 
of this phase of your lives.  We will be in touch over 
the coming weeks and months to create something 
fun, celebratory and positive.  You have acted with 
such great dignity and strength over the last few 
weeks.  Of course, this isn't a surprise, but it is in-
credibly humbling and encouraging to see.   
 
We will miss each other over the coming weeks but 
please do stay in touch and if you need help, get in 
contact with someone.   
 
See you very soon, I hope.  Stay safe and well.   
 
Mrs A. Lord 

Careers Fair 

A French cook-off 

A walk to Westminster 

Teachers’ Got Talent 



 Art 

Volunteers 
One of our 6th Formers, Mildred, has been co-

ordinating a group of volunteers from both our 6th 

Form and some other schools to help at Kingston 

Hospital. Big congratulations for her efforts! Please 

help distribute this poster (below) if you think of 

anyone else who can help. 

Amber West - Y11 Mixed media still life Oliwier Korniak - Y8 Mixed media 

Leonardo Longo Zaccaria—Yr13 Digital illustration 



 Sport 

A huge well done to the Year 7 girls netball team. 

They managed to win 2 out of 3 league games and 

put out some fantastic performances in the Bor-

ough Netball Tournament. The A team came 4th 

overall and the B team came 3rd. Really positive 

result for the 

girls. The Year 

8 girls team 

unfortunately 

did not get the 

chance to play 

in their tour-

nament but 

were also on 2 

wins out of 3. 

The teams 

have been very committed all year to training and 

this will pay off. I would also like to make a special 

thanks to Mrs Weir (parent of Alice & Will) who has 

lead the netball teams this year. Ms. Weir's experi-

ence and commitment to the girls has been excep-

tional and we really appreciate all she has done. 

Can you help?  We are looking for sponsors of be-

tween £200—£500 for sports kit. Please contact 

Matt Kenny at m.kenny@srrcc.org.uk if you are 

able to help up. Thank you! 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr 

Gibbs for arranging some national Jamaican Sevens 

players and coaches to come into Saint Richard 

Reynolds Catholic College and run a professional 

Sevens training session. The students were fully 

engaged and took away some really important 

pointers. In fact, so did Mr Kenny. What a fantastic 

experience for all involved. 

Congratulations to the Year 9 rugby team for their 

plate victory at ‘the Fulham boys school annual 

Sevens’ tournament. With just missing out for a 

place in the final the year nine boys went through 

to the plate final and won convincingly. A real 

great success for all involved… 

Girls Netball Team 

Year 9 Rugby Team 

National Jamaican Sevens players coaching in the 
new auditorium 



 Music 

Our primary students 
joined forces with oth-
er schools for massed 
rehearsals for a Prima-
ry Singing Festival and 
the secondary musical 
“We Will Rock You” 
was shaping up to be 
an outstanding pro-
duction. I want to say thank you to all those who 
put so much energy into all this work, including par-
ents: we will find a way when school reconvenes to 
celebrate these achievements. 
 
We had a particularly high participation in our infor-
mal recitals this term (piano and singing), and it 
shows just how important music is not only as part 
of a rounded education but, for many of us, as part 
of our well-being and family life.  Well done to all 
those who took part.  
 
To inspire and motivate all our students, we will al-
so be emailing out a ‘Weekly Muso Blast’, complete 
with VIP performances - Mrs FitzGerald’s trumpet 
learning this week…! We have also set up a google 
classroom ‘Musos Unite!’ for all of our pupils learn-
ing an instrument, to help with extra practice and 
listening tips. Do email us at o.moss@srrcc.org.uk 
for an invite if you didn’t receive a class code by 
parent mail. 
 
While travel is off-limits, it does give us a unique 
opportunity to make a big step forward with our 
singing and playing. We would so love to hear all 
about your music-making at home - please drop any 
of us an email to let us know what music has been 
going on at your house! Conversely if you find your 
child is finding it harder to engage with their instru-
ment at this time, please let us know; perhaps there 
is something we can do to keep the momentum up. 
If you or other family members would like to take 
up an instrument, now is the time. Just shout, and 
we can put you in touch with a teacher. 
 
In the meantime, continue practising, do brilliant 
things, and perhaps we can help inspire you along 
the way!  
 

The Music Department 

 Primary News 

Reception took a walk to St James Church, where 
they were greeted by Father Ulick. Everyone was 
very respectful in the Church.  

 
Lenten and Art Prayer 
Our Lenten Art and Prayer group gathered  
together this year to reflected on the 40 days  
journey ahead, as we 
follow in Jesus' foot-
steps during Lent. It 
has been fantastic to 
see the children tak-
ing part in their acts 
of generosity in 
school and at home. 
 
Primary school trips  
On Thursday 27th of February, Year 2 took on the 
challenge of becoming Plant Scientists for the day 

at Kew Gardens. The 
children took part in 
a workshop investi-
gating what seeds 
and plants need to 
grow, mature and 
stay healthy. They 
also went on a hunt 
for the cacao bean 
plant in the Palm 
House. The children 
have enjoyed finding 
out how chocolate is 
made and found 
many other plants 

which are also used in the making of our food. A 
great day was had by all! 
Year 1 headed on a walking trip to the surrounding 

area (Mereway Nature walk and Crane Park) as 

part of their new topic 'into the woods'.  Children  

mailto:o.moss@srrcc.org.uk


 
were challenged to investigate questions such as 
'Are all leaves the same?' and 'what's in a bud'?  

Reception had a fantastic day out at Bockett’s 
farm. The children handled a mouse, chicken and 
rabbit and finished off the day by a run around in 
the soft play. They represented the school superbly 
and have enjoyed writing and drawing about it 
since. 

Primary Arts Exhibition  

The Arts Exhibition was 
really successful. The chil-
dren’s masterpieces were 
displayed beautifully in 
classrooms and corridors. 
Well done to our talented 
artists! 
 
 
 

Primary World Book Day On Thursday 5th March 
we celebrated  the World Book Day at school. The 
children were beautiful in their wonderful cos-
tumes.  

Congratulations 
also to Reception 
for their  
winning classroom 
door decorating 
design. They cre-
ated a beautiful 
version of Eric 
Carle’s The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar 
and won a class 
pizza party! Year 6 
also enjoyed a 
special World 
Book Day visit 
from Joseph El-
liott, who talked 
about being an 

author and read from his exciting new novel 'The 
Good Hawk'. 
 
Swimming Gala  We are incredibly proud of all the 
children who represented the school at the Bor-
ough swimming competition at Pools on the 
Park.  In the first round children from years 3 to 6 
were selected to form the team and take part in 
individual races and team relays.  After the success 
of the team we qualified through to the finals for 
selected races.  In the final competition our boys 
came 3rd place and girls were 4th place. We were 
also incredibly proud of Anna Calder for achieving 
3rd place in the backstroke and Liam Jeffers for 4th 
place in the breaststroke.  Thank you Mr Tomlin-
son and Mrs Jeffers for working so hard to prepare 
the squad.   

Mrs A. McMullen 



 Friends of St Richard Reynolds 

We hope you and your families are keeping well in 
these unusual and testing times.  We are all expe-
riencing huge extremes of emotions as we deal 
with our children, our older relatives, exam uncer-
tainty, jobs and finances.  We are keeping the 
whole SRR community in our thoughts and pray-
ers at this time.  We are particularly thinking of 
our exam students and the teachers who have 
worked so hard to prepare them.  They must be 
feeling as if everything they have worked for has 
been taken away, but of course, we all know that 
our school offers so much more than that. 
It goes without saying that all FoSRR events and 
gatherings are on hold for the time being.  
We are going to be keeping in touch with the 
school about how we can support them through 
this time and with any longer term issues that will 
come from this.    
We thank our teachers and support staff who 
have been working above and beyond to set up 
home schooling and keeping our children’s educa-
tion as on track as possible. 
Thank you to you all for your support so far this 
year, particularly our reps for their hard work in 
keeping our parents in touch with each other.  
Keep yourselves and your families safe and well 
and we will look forward to meeting up again as a 
community as soon as we can. 
 
The FoSRR Team 
 

 Can you Help? 

Our committee, led by our new Chair, Fiona Hol-
ton, are continuing to keep in touch as we pre-
pare to take on the FoSRR reins from July.  If you 
would like to join us in planning events and fund-
raising activities to support our school and it’s fu-
ture then we would love to hear from you.  All 
types of help and support are welcome and we 
know we have a hugely skilled and talented par-
ent body.   
We are particularly looking for a person (or a cou-
ple of people working together) to take on the 
role of Treasurer to keep the FoSRR finances in 
ship shape.  Experience may be helpful but is not 
necessary as a full handover and support will be 
given.  If you are interested in playing a part in 
supporting our children’s school we’d love to hear 
from you.   
Please contact us at fosrr.info@gmail.com 

 Learning platforms 
 

Kerboodle available to all Yr 7 to 11 students in 

subjects such as Science, DT and MFL - Login to 
kerboodle is your school login and at first login the 
password is the same as your username. Our insti-
tution code is fpt3. Here you can find all 
online textbooks which we use at school. You can 
also be assigned tasks by your teacher, just look in 
the top right corner for notifications window. 
Please let your teacher know (contact via google 
classroom) if you have difficulties with accessing 
Kerboodle and they will be able to help. Alterna-
tively email IT support:   remotesupport@srrcc.org.uk 
 

Tassomai - this is a new platform available for 

our GCSE Science classes. Please vis-
it app.tassomai.com/signup to sign up using the 
unique code RGH9TARJ, choose your year group 
and course that you are currently studying. Year 9 
students should choose the Trilogy Higher course 
for now. If you have any questions regard-
ing Tassomai please email Mrs Ma-
son j.mason@srrcc.org.uk  
 

GCSEPod is for all subjects Yr 9 to 11 - you have 

been provided with the log in details. The teachers 
will post links, via google classroom, with the activ-
ities that they would like you to complete. You 
can use the GCSEPod at any time for revision or 
studying new concepts. 
 

 Free On-line Textbooks 

Cambridge University Press have made all of 
their higher education textbooks free to access 
online until the end of May, regardless of whether 
they were previously purchased. You can search 
by subject and topic.   
https://www.cambridge.org/core/what -we-publish/
textbooks# 

Free access to textbooks: https://www.pearson.com/

uk/learners/secondary-students-and-parents.html  

We are trying alternative methods of teaching online.  
Some of these new methods are exciting departures 
from the norm, and will raise other issues; some inevita-
bly involve more risk taking. Inevitably, students’ educa-
tion will involve parents in more direct supervision of 
children than schools, as well as greater independence 
for children, with all its benefits and risks.  Pupils will 
have to demonstrate a great deal of maturity at this time. 
We will adapt our operations regularly as we go forward, 
to keep the operation manageable, and to see what 
works, and what does not.  

mailto:fosrr.info@gmail.com
mailto:remotesupport@srrcc.org.uk
https://app.tassomai.com/signup
mailto:j.mason@srrcc.org.uk
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Important message for students - 
Please see below for student messages from each 
Head of Year. Please ensure that you are looking at 
the St Richard Reynolds Community on Google 
Classroom for regular updates from staff and fel-

low students. Class code: Quhw4aj 

 resilience and independence that this experience 
will bring you.  
 
Please make sure you (or parents) are emailing the 
office, tutors, teachers or me if you need anything. 
 
Best, 
 
Miss Thompkins 
 
 
Hello Year 8, 
I hope both you and your families are well and that 
the current “lockdown” isn’t causing you to drive 
your parents insane (I know my 4 year old is doing 
her very best to try and break me).  I also hope 
that you are using some of your time to do new 
things like checking out the £3 British Sign Lan-
guage course I posted on SMHW the other 
day.  There have been a few teething problems 
with all the new online platforms that we are all 
getting used to so please continue to let your 
teachers and me know if you are having any issues 
logging on or accessing your work.   
 
An important request from me is that you com-
plete all your online lessons to the best of your 
ability and try your very hardest to submit any 
work that has been asked of you. It may be that I 
will be making some calls home, but this is primari-
ly to make sure that you have access to all the 
tools you need to work remotely.  The main objec-
tive is to  ensure you do not fall behind or develop 
gaps in your learning that might affect you in the 
future; this is a great opportunity to develop your 
independence, resilience and organisation skills as 
well as strengthening relationships with everyone 
at home. 

 

I would also like to remind you all to take regular 
breaks and go out into the garden  or the park for 
some fresh air and exercise. 

 

Remember our Year 8 moto, WORK HARD, BE 
NICE. 
 

Look after yourselves and I look forward to seeing 
you again sooner rather than later. 
 

Mr Gibbs 
 

Hello Year 7!  
Well done for getting through the first couple of-
weeks of a very interesting, new experience for us 
all. I hope you have been enjoying our morning tu-
tor activities. Well done to all who were able to 
solve the riddles and dingbats! 
It has probably felt like a rather overwhelming 
week for you guys, with work being uploaded con-
tinuously, on a multitude of platforms; with uncer-
tainty on how to submit and not being able to get 
answers to questions immediately. This is not to 
mention the craziness of the situation that is hap-
pening outside our own front doors. 
I just wanted to send a quick message to say: you 
are doing great. You are doing more than great - 
you are amazing. If you are trying your best to stay 
on top of your learning and trying to keep organ-
ised (as possible), you are already doing everything 
we expect.  
I promise over time this will become easier, it will 
become the new normal. You will become self-
regulated and your teachers will have worked out 
how to use all the different platforms for your opti-
mal learning. Keep following your timetable and 
checking both SMHW and Google Classroom for 
the work you have that day.  
In the meantime, as well as your learning - please 
take a moment to read a good book. Learn a new 
instrument or language (like me and my ukulele) or 
write a letter to a friend. Make sure you are relax-
ing, keeping up with your friends and having fun 
with your family (my family have been playing a lot 
of Uno).  
One of my favourite quotes is from Martin Luther 
King Jnr and reads: 'I know, somehow, that only 
when it is dark enough can you see the stars'. This 
quote makes me feel hopeful and lucky. It is poign-
ant at this time and very much demonstrates the 
resilience and independence that this experience 
will bring you.  
Please make sure you (or parents) are emailing the 
office, tutors, teachers or me if you need anything. 
Best, 
Miss Thompkins 



 

 

 

 Dear Year 9 students, 
I hope that you’re all keeping well and looking after 
yourselves and your families during this time. 
Please make sure you follow the Government 
guidelines so that you can stay safe and healthy. 
Thank you to all of those who are keeping on top of 
their classwork and homework through home 
learning and submitting their work to teachers, it is 
much appreciated. For those who aren’t submitting 
their work, it is important that you keep up to date 
with all your work as you would at school as this 
will help prepare you to be GCSE ready in the new 
academic year.  Please remember that until your 
GCSE option choices are confirmed, you must sub-
mit work for all your subjects as and when it is re-
quired. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you 
need my support both academically and/or emo-
tionally.  Take care. 
Best wishes, 
 
Mrs Massey  
 
 
Dear Year 10, 
Wow - I cannot believe it has been a whole week of 
home learning! I really do miss seeing you all. I 
hope that you are keeping busy and up to date 
with work but most of all that you and your fami-
lies are well and safe. Use this time to reconnect 
with loved ones, spend quality time with your par-
ents and siblings and support those in need in your 
community.  
Home learning will test your ability to be independ-
ent, resilient and self-motivated but from what I 
have seen so far you are trying really hard - keep 
up the great effort! Please stick to your weekly 
timetable (as much as possible) and ensure that 
you are communicating regularly with your teach-
ers. You should sign in to SMHW using your login as 
we are checking who is active and will be con-
tacting parents if you have not logged in. Equally, 
we are able to see who is accessing GCSE Pod and 
for how long - please make sure you are using this 
excellent learning tool.  At the moment we are us-
ing both SMHW and Google Classroom so continue 
to check and use both platforms. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please email 
me or your form tutor and we will get back to you 
as soon as we can.  
Best wishes, 
 

Miss Hayles  

Dear Year 11, 

I was very proud of how Year 11 responded to the 
difficult news and uncertainty of the last few 
weeks. There was a fantastic atmosphere that you 
created where the love, support and togetherness 
of the Year group was on full display. We will en-
sure that we gather the year group together again 
for a 'leavers day' whenever we are able to do so. 
What is important for you to not lose sight of at 
this time is that the experiences you have shared, 
the friendships you have built, the lessons you 
have learned, the knowledge you have acquired, 
the passions and interests you have developed and 
the flourishing of your character at St Richard 
Reynolds is worth more than any grade.  
Over the coming weeks; continue to work and 
study as we know that teachers' assessments will 
be based on the overall evidence and body of work 
produced by pupils so anything that can contribute 
to this can only be of benefit.  
Look at your Post-16 courses and begin to research 
and explore those subjects and professions so as to 
be in a stronger position when those courses begin. 
The college will be making transition work and re-
sources available for you to work through soon. 
Finally, I would ask that you look to your communi-
ties at this difficult time for our society and do 
what you can to support the most vulnerable. 
See you soon.  
  
Mr F Barber 
 
 
Dear 6th Form 

I am hoping you are all staying well and that the 
news of the last week or so is now sinking in and 
making a bit more sense to you.  It has been great 
to see and hear of so many of you engaging with 
your teachers over the last few days and squeezing 
every ounce of expertise you can out of them!  Un-
til we have more clarity from the government, we 
still need you to be working, submitting it to teach-
ers and responding to their feedback.  This could 
well be called upon when we need to submit evi-
dence of your performance.  As soon as we hear 
anything we'll be in touch via ParentMail and 
SRR6th. 
For those of you who weren't able to be with us on 
the last day or two of term, I wanted to let you 
know that we are committed to holding some sort 
of a celebration for you when the world seems to 



be more normal again.  I do want to commend you 
on how you responded to this very difficult news; 
with common sense, calm and rationality.  It didn't 
surprise me that you responded like that but it did 
impress me.   
In the next couple of weeks, I am going to be ask-
ing you to share with me some pearls of wisdom 
and the benefits of your A-Level experiences so 
that we can pass it onto generations of SRR stu-
dents to come and also so that I can ensure the 
Sixth Form project you started continues to grow 
and develop based on your feedback.    
Do stay in touch, speak up if you need anything 
and find ways of enjoying and cherishing this time 
with your families.    
Lots of love, 
 
Mrs Lord, Mr Goddard, Mrs Foster, Mrs Richards 
and Mrs Farrar 

 Useful Information 

We thought it useful, in our current circumstanc-
es, to promote this information via Sarah Olney, 
MP for Richmond Park: 

ONLINE FIRST AID TRAINING 

I had a lovely letter today from Ben, a local sec-
ondary pupil, with an excellent idea for taking 
pressure off the NHS: more people accessing 
online first aid training. Ben recommends (and I 
second) the many excellent training videos posted 
on YouTube by St John Ambulance. He believes 
that if we all watched these videos we could treat 
more minor injuries at home instead of going to 
A&E. Look for them here: https://www.youtube.com/

user/stjohnambulance 

THAMES WATER UPDATE 

I also had a letter from Thames Water today, ask-
ing me to clarify a few points for residents: 

 Some customers have been concerned to 
see their staff at work. These staff members 
are working to keep normal water and sew-
erage services running, and employees are 
following government advice on social dis-
tancing. 

 They know that many customers are facing 
financial difficulties, and have increased the 
support available for customers who may be 
struggling to pay their bill. More information 
is available at https://www.thameswater.co.uk/
my-account/billing-and-payment/help-paying-your-

bill. 

 Finally, they just want to clarify that water 
companies do not have the legal powers to 
disconnect domestic customers from their 
water supply. No one needs to worry about 
their water or waste services being discon-
nected. 

HMRC UPDATE 

HMRC has sent through links to new sources of 
information on support: 

For business support: www.businesssupport.gov.uk/

coronavirus-business-support 

For personal support: Updated helpline number 
0800 024 1222, open from 8am to 4pm Monday to 
Friday. This new number provides extra capacity 
for customers to ring them. 

 The outreach of the Church to 
the faithful and call to prayer.  
  

On Sunday 29th March we were invited to take 
part Re-dedication of England as Mary’s Dowry 
and to make a personal Act of Dedication. Please 
see the links below to find out more. 
https://rcdow.org.uk/news/re-dedication-of-england-as-
marys-dowry/ 

  
The Diocese is live streaming Masses and here is 
the link to those available. 
 https://rcdow.org.uk/news/how-to-participate-in-

mass-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/ 
 https://soundcloud.com/catholicchurch 

  
Bishop John Sherrington provides some reflections 
for Lent 
https://rcdow.org.uk/news/reflections-for-lent-day-of-

recollection/ 
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