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Issue 1: Advent 2020  

My name is Aleksander and some people know me as 
the RE ambassador. I wanted to be the RE 
ambassador because I enjoyed learning about RE and I 
wanted to become closer to God by helping with 
religious activities.  I was one of the people who helped 
to make  the poppy chain that was next to the entrance 
during November for Remembrance. Sometimes my 
mum would encourage me to read books about the 
stories of Jesus. Being a RE ambassador is fun 
because sometimes you can actually do some fun 
activities. I would recommend this to people that are 
eager to help and those who want to serve God in a 
different way. An RE ambassador helps to set up 
masses and to choose prayers or decide hymns for 
assemblies and masses but due to Covid-19 we can't 
so hopefully in the future I will be able to do these 
things. Most of the time you help with prayers in the 
class or you usually come up with prayers. Keep in 
mind that this is not easy to do any of this you will need 
quite a lot of perseverance and determination to keep 
up with what the teachers task you with. Most of the 
time you will be working with Mrs O’Byrne the director 
of religious education from my experience she is an 
extremely nice teacher and it's an 
absolute pleasure to work with 
her. I’m not that far in Year 6 but I 
know that hopefully in the future I 
will be able to fully do my 
ambassador role. I have not fully 
experienced my ambassador role 
but from these few months I 
know this will be fun. But it will be 
hard. 

My name is Yudi and I am one of the Year 6 R.E 
ambassadors. I wanted to be an R.E ambassador 
because I am always intrigued to learn new things. I 
found R.E was a great way to show my talents in my 
work because there were so many things in R.E I had 
no idea about. I think R.E is a great lesson because you 
also get a chance to learn about other people's 
religions. 
 
Being an R.E ambassador 
involves lots of fun jobs I love 
doing; such as changing the cloth 
on our prayer table. One of my 
favourite things to do is getting to 
lead some of our prayers. We are 
now in the season of Advent and 
have changed the cloth to a purple 
one because that is the colour of     
royalty. 

Meet our RE ambassadors  Welcome to the first issue of  our RE newsletter. 

Our aim is to showcase some of the amazing work 

that is going on in RE lessons at St Richard 

Reynolds as well as support you at home with 

what is coming up next term.   

In this  issue of the newsletter we spotlight on 

some of the key areas we have been focusing on in 

Religious Education and Our Catholic Community. 

You will see sections on Creativity, Class Worship, 

Pupil Stewardship and Other faiths.  

We are delighted to introduce our new RE 

ambassadors who have had an enthusiastic start 

to their role. You can read their introductions in 

this issue.  

Our current elected Mini Vinnies  step down at the 

end of this term and new elections will take place. 

We hear how they have been carrying out their 

roles this term.  We are very grateful for the hard 

work and dedication. 

Wishing you health and happiness for the 

Christmas season.  

Mrs O’Byrne & Mrs Morgan 

This week pupils have received their own prayer journals. 

These will be children’s 

own personal journals 

where they can add their 

prayers and reflections 

each year. These journals 

will stay with them during 

their time with us  at St 

Richard Reynolds and 

should make a wonderful 

keepsake to take home 

when they leave at the 

end of Year 6.  



 

 

Reflecting on… Advent Term 

In Year 2, pupils learn about Baptism with a big focus on the 

signs and symbols associated with Baptism. Pupils did lots of 

exploratory work  discovering what the meaning behind the 

different signs and symbols  were. Pupils enjoyed creating 

these from play dough and were able to discuss the 

importance.  Pupils then used these to create these beautiful 

stained glass windows to display in their  classroom.  Pupils 

were able to reflect  on the significance  

I made a font to show that water 

symbolises new life in Jesus.  

Julian 

 We loved making bread at Harvest time, 

it tasted delicious.  

Greta 

I made a candle stain glass window as 

Jesus is the light of the world.  

Nina 

During Harvest time, and linked to their topic work on the 

Great Fire of London; Year 2 learnt about the bread making 

process and got to create their own bread rolls.. Yum! 



Child Led liturgy 

examples from 

Year 5: 

At St Richard Reynolds, pupils have always taken an 

active role in class led liturgies responding to the 

four parts; Gather, The Word, Response to the Word 

and Mission. With the introduction to google 

classroom and  the blended learning  opportunities 

this has provided, pupils have taken even more 

responsibly in preparing their liturgies. In Key Stage 

2, each week a house is chosen to prepare the 

liturgy. Pupils work collaboratively on google slides 

to create their liturgy following the four mains parts. 

This issue we see some of the fantastic moments of 

prayer and reflection that Year 5 have created. 

I love presenting to the class and 

watching everyone share their peaceful 

liturgies.  

Lily 

 I love doing it because I get to spend 

time with my house and it helps me to 

reflect while I do it. I really enjoy it and 

everyone’s ideas in the liturgies.   

Holly 

I really enjoy preparing the liturgy for my 

class. I love listening to the house liturgies 

and it always brings a smile to my face. I 

think all the liturgies are great and very 

reflective of their topic.  Every time I listen 

to the liturgies I feel closer to my family 

and to God.  A very well done to every 

house.  

Giulia 



As the term comes to an end and our role of Mini Vinnies comes 

to an end we look at all the things we have achieved over the 

year. Our advent calendars in each class are a real hit and a 

chance for each child to find out a little more about the 

Christmas story and take part in an act of kindness alongside a 

yummy treat! 

Making the world a better place. 

In all that we do. 

Needs met by our actions. 

I promise to make a difference. 

  

Vulnerable people are our concern. 

I ask you Lord, to help me in my    
mission. 

Now is the time for caring. 

Never giving up on the lonely. 

It is a privilege to serve my school. 

Everyone matters to a Mini Vinnie. 

Becoming a mini Vinnie is a lot of 

responsibility. You need to go to 

meetings during Lunch, help plan 

fundraising, and give your time to help 

others.  Anny 

We have been 

making posters to 

put around the 

school to           

encourage others 

to help. 

Jonjo and Jemima 

We make sure 

our holy table 

always reflects 

the liturgical  

calendar. Our 

new prayers are 

on display for us 

to learn. 

Eva and Ben 

Dear God 

 

Thank you for guiding us 

through. Thank you for forgiv-

ing our sins when we do things 

wrong. Help us to love others in 

the ways we think, speak and 

act. Help us to make space in 

our hearts and minds for you 

this Advent. 

Amen 

 

By James and Anne-Marie 



These are our new prayer journals which stay with us 

throughout our time at school. 

Anne Marie and James 

During the month of November we learnt our special prayer 

and kept a book for remembrance on our holy table. 

Celia and Robert 

Its great that we now recycle all the left over paper bits in 

school. Our labels make sure things don’t get mixed up. 

Anny and Jack 

We have been turning concern 

into action as we “ see” “think”  

“do” to find people in need and 

help them. But helping others   

always makes us feel good. 

During the 

month of     

October we 

focused on the 

Rosary. Thank 

you to our 

wonderful  

display        

ambassadors 

for creating 

and maintain-

ing this display 

during the 

month.  

We created a fantastic garland of 

poppies so we could remember 

those who had gone before us and 

given their lives for us.  



 

 

In November, each class celebrates other world faiths as 

part of their learning in Religion. Each year group 

focuses on a different aspect of that Religion as outlined 

below.  

Reception: Special Days 

Year 1: Stories 

Year 2: Prayer at home 

Year 3:Places for Worship 

Year 4: Holy books 

Year 5: Beliefs and festivals 

Year 6: Belonging and values.  

In Reception, they  focused 

on the Hindu celebration of 

Divali; the festival of light. 

Pupils created their own 

Diwa lamps using clay. 

Pupils also had many 

opportunities in the 

continuous provision to 

engage in activities to 

explore their learning further. Pupils enjoyed being 

dressed in beautiful coloured fabrics and saris, creating 

paper lanterns and shared sweets.  

We enjoyed learning 

about the Hindu 

faith from one of our 

Reception 

classmates.   

  

We used different creative materials to create rangoli 

patterns.  Rangoli is an art form that originated in India. The 

patterns are usually created using coloured rice or coloured 

sand. The purpose is to feel strength and generosity and 

they are thought to bring luck.  

We role played the story of Rama and Sita. This is one of the 

main stories of Hinduism and the story is connected with 

Diwali—the annual festival of light held in Autumn.  



Local Church – 4 weeks  

4th Jan  : 8 LESSONS  

Early Years - CELEBRATING - People celebrate in Church 

Year 1 - SPECIAL PEOPLE - People in the parish family 

Year 2 - BOOKS - The books used in Church 

Year 3 - JOURNEYS - Christian family’s journey with Christ 

Year 4 - COMMUNITY - Life in the local Christian community and 

ministries in the parish 

Year 5 - MISSION - Continuing Jesus’ mission in diocese 

(ecumenism) 

Year 6 - SOURCES - The Bible, the special book for the Church  

Eucharist – 4 weeks  

1st Feb – 5th March (Half term within this) : 8 LESSONS  

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 17th February 

Early Years - GATHERING - Parish family gathers to celebrate 

Eucharist 

Year 1 - MEALS - Mass, Jesus’ special meal 

Year 2 - THANKSGIVING - Mass, a special time to thank God 

Year 3 - LISTENING & SHARING - Jesus gives himself to us 

Year 4 - GIVING & RECEIVING - Living in communion 

Year 5 - MEMORIAL SACRIFICE - Eucharist as the living memorial 

of Christ’s sacrifice 

Year 6 - UNITY - Eucharist enabling people to live in communion 

Lent/Easter – 4 weeks  

8th March – 1st April: 8 LESSONS  

Holy Week 28th March  

(Easter holidays within this) 

Early Year - GROWING - Looking forward to Easter 

Year 1 - CHANGE - Lent: a time for change 

Year 2 - OPPORTUNITIES - Lent: an opportunity to start anew 

Year 3 - GIVING ALL - Lent: remembering Jesus’ total giving 

Year 4 - SELF DISCIPLINE - Celebrating growth to new life 

Year 5 - SACRIFICE - Lent: a time of aligning with the sacrifice 

made by Jesus  

Year 6 - DEATH & NEW LIFE - Celebrating Jesus’ death and resur-

rection  

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR HOME ACTIVITIES  

Explore the Diocesan website, looking at 

the number of churches, and finding out 

about our Bishop. Read Bible stories    

together or encourage older children to 

read a child’s Bible.  

 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR HOME ACTIVITIES 

Look through the family photograph    

album to help the children remember 

important events and special people in 

their lives. Discuss how we come          

together for special.  

SUGGESTIONS FOR HOME ACTIVITIES  

As a family talk about how you are going 

to practice self-control and self-giving for 

the rest of the season of Lent. You may 

decide to give up biscuits or cakes and 

donate the money to a charity. If you 

have an older child provide him/her with 

an opportunity to take part in The       

Stations of the Cross. Ask your child/ren 

how the school is focusing on Lent and 

self-giving.  

Looking ahead… Lent Term 


