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Thank you for your support 

 
Miss A McMullen 

Dear Parents, 
 
 
As we approach the end of the first week of Advent 
we have been reflecting on how we can prepare 
ourselves for the coming of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ.  We are reminded of the importance of 
this period in the liturgical year, as a time of getting 
ready for Christmas spiritually through prayer and 
almsgiving.  On the first Sunday of Advent, Pope 
Francis reminded us that an essential ingredient for 
living a joyful life is prayer.  He said “Jesus says: 
‘keep awake at all times praying’ (Luke 21:36).  It is 
prayer that keeps the lamp of the heart  
burning.  Especially when we feel that enthusiasm 
is cooling, prayer rekindles it, because it brings us 
back to God, to the centre of things”. I hope you 
have had the opportunity to join together as a  
family in prayer and reflection using the Travelling 
crib resources.   
 
Thank you to all the parents who have already com-
pleted our parent survey.  The survey will remain 
open until 5p.m. on Monday 6th December using 
the following link -    Parent Survey - Autumn 2021  
 
The children have also recently completed a pupil 
survey and we will be analysing the findings in  
order to help shape our improvement strategy.  We 
will be sharing the findings with parents in  
January.   

The children enjoyed taking part in the different  
activities and workshops for our ‘Healthy Mind 
Healthy Body’ week.  Mrs Santos was very  
impressed  with all the entries to the  
competition.  Congratulations to Stanley from Year 2 
for the winning entry.  In the spring and  
summer term we will be incorporating emotional  
regulation strategies as part of our Personal, Social 
and Health and Economic (PSHE) curriculum and will 
be sharing our approach with parents.   

The final two weeks are particularly busy.  Please 
ensure you check the school calendar on our  
website.  As we continue to face the challenges of 
Covid-19 I would like to thank you for your support 
as we have had to place additional measures at 
our Christmas gatherings.  

At the end of term you will receive the College 
Acta Bulletin so this is the final Primary Bulletin of 
the term.   
My prayers are for you, your families and friends, 
and for all our community, for a safe, peaceful 
and blessed Christmas, and that 2022 is a year of 
renewed hope.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScqdByAB4rjCfMfbtm3vo1fWhG9e8-p0BMxXQ3DF9O2ZQAgQA/viewform?usp=pp_url


Our Catholic Community  

Advent Liturgy  

On Wednesday 1st December we gathered together for our Advent liturgy.  We lit the first candle on the wreath and 
Year 5 led us beautifully in prayer and reflection.  Through the readings we thought about how we are called as 
Christians to welcome Jesus into our hearts this Advent season.     
 

Advent Curriculum  

We are very proud of  

Oscar (Year 6) performing 

a beautiful piece of music 

at the beginning of our  

assembly. 



Class learning  

Reception  

 

Advent Art & Prayer Group 

Dear Jesus  

You are the hope in our messy world. 

This Advent help us slow down, listen to 

your voice and focus on what’s really 

important. 

We place our hope in You as we prepare 

our hearts to celebrate Your birth on 

Christmas. 

Amen 

We were delighted to welcome so many children to join our 

Advent Art & Prayer Group. We began to reflect on the concept 

of waiting for a very special baby to be born. We were  

overwhelmed with the request to be part of this club and have 

made a waiting list for our Lent lunchtime club next term.   

Reception have been reading the story “The Three little 

pigs”. We have enjoyed drawing pigs, role playing the 

story and recording our very own stories. Houses were 

built in the playground with the big blocks and houses 

were made inside with small lego. We discussed  

buildings we see and we created our own. 

“My house was number 6” said Tommy 

“My house was green on the top and orange on the 

back with windows” said Isabella. 



Year 2 Year 1 
Year 1 have been enjoying writing all about their  
favourite dinosaurs in English. We created  dinosaur 
reports using interesting facts, comparison sentences 
and conjunctions. We have also been creating dinosaur  
sunset pictures in art, we practiced our drawing skills on 
our whiteboards before creating our very own  
masterpiece.   

Alongside our dinosaur topic, we have been learning all 
about the different seasons in science, finding out how 
animals adapt during different seasons to survive.  

On Thursday 2nd December, Year 2 welcomed a very 
special visitor - author and illustrator, Barbara  
Panetta. She told us all about the creative ideas she 
had for writing the 'Chloe Ant' stories and explained 
how she created her wonderful books from start to 
finish. We shared in a musically animated story  
telling, delivered by some famous celebrities and all 
thoroughly enjoyed the rhyming patterns and  
hilarious story-line and characters. We also  
discovered that from every purchase of the book 
'Chloe and the Gr-ant Father Clock', 100% of the  
proceeds will go straight to the local Momentum Chil-
dren's Charity which is a great way to support our 
community in this time of Advent.  

If you would like to purchase the book and support 

the Momentum Children’s Charity, a charity that our 

school has been long-associated with, please follow the 

link  https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1838054766/

ref=cm_sw_r_wa_api_glt_fabc_45VBGF7SQRRDD6G516S8  

It is for a good cause! Thanks for you continued support. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1838054766/ref=cm_sw_r_wa_api_glt_fabc_45VBGF7SQRRDD6G516S8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1838054766/ref=cm_sw_r_wa_api_glt_fabc_45VBGF7SQRRDD6G516S8


We have been thinking of many different ways in which we 
can prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus this Advent. 
We have been learning about the symbol of each candle 
on our Advent Wreath and how we can show hope, love, 
joy and peace to those around us. We are learning to write 
instructions in our English lessons and used a modelled 
example to make our own Advent Wreath for our  
classroom display.  

Year 3 
On Monday 22nd November, Year 3 set off on an exciting 
adventure to the River Thames Explorer Trust in Chiswick. 
We got to explore the river, see its features and spot lots 
of animals which live near and on the river. At  low tide, 
we used scientific equipment to find out the depth of the 
river (2.75m) and we assessed the pH level of the river to 
find out its quality. We also got to observe key river  
features including meanders. By river dipping we were 
able to identify and collect a range of invertebrates living 
in the river.  

Year 3 gained four new classmates on Tuesday. Say 
hello to Lily, Bubbles, Mango and Nemo!  

During our healthy mind and healthy bodies focus 
week, Year 3 spent time learning about what it 
means to be kind and how we can be kind to  
ourselves and to others. They then created their 
own kindness poems describing what being kind 
looks like and feels like to them.  



Year 4 

During our Healthy Body Healthy Mind fortnight, Year 4 
received a very informative and useful talk from a self 
defence instructor. He reminded us of the importance 
of keeping ourselves safe and what to do if we ever find 
ourselves in a sticky situation.  We also participated in 
some yoga and guided meditation to rebalance our  
energy and self regulate our emotions. During the  
meditation we imagined our very own treehouses,  
designed to our liking and including all our favourite 
things. This is now somewhere that we can go when we 
need a moment to pause. We have been working  
extremely hard on all our assessments this week,  
showing off everything we have learnt this term.  

Finally this week Year 3 learned about different types of 
birds including those found at the River Thames. 
Thanks to Laura and her family who provided us with 
bird models to explore and discuss in class. Each bird 
came with a different stand and Year 3 had to guess 
which bird's feet would fit each stand. We also  
explored how different birds are adapted for their  
environments and how ducks are well suited to living in 
water.  

Year 5 
Last week, Year 5 successfully tested their homemade 
rockets. We went out to the playground to pressurise 
the vessels until they were launched high into the sky 
above the school. Year 5 had thought carefully about 
the aerodynamics of their rockets and how they would 
travel once in flight.  Congratulations to Flo whose  
rocket reached the highest height of nearly double the 
height of the school!!!! Closely followed by Teddy, Tilly 
and Mathilda.  



This week we have also started our new genre in  
English, playscripts. Year 5 have been studying the 
work of Steven Steilberg’s play E.T., building their 
awareness and understanding of how a film scene is 
written. Over the coming weeks Year 5 will use this 
knowledge to write their own film scene from the class 
text ‘The Jamie Drake Equation’. 

In Science this week, we have been learning about the 
movement of the moon. To build our understanding of 
our space topic Year 5 had to demonstrate their  
learning of the cycle of the moon by carving the phases 
into Oreos as modelled by Sarah.  

Finally, Year 5 led the first whole school class liturgy on 
Wednesday. It was lovely to have the Primary  
altogether to celebrate the beginning of Advent. 

Year 6 

Last week, the final group of Year 6 has completed their 
bikeability course. All of the children passed their  
proficiency skills and are now far more capable and  
confident in riding their bikes safely in public.  

In art we have been exploring different mediums and 
last week the children had the opportunity to showcase 
some of their skills for using oil pastels. Pastels can be 
really tricky to add detail to a piece of artwork, so we 
were all really impressed by the work that Oscar, Lucy 
and Luke produced. 
This week marked the start of advent and the children 
have been embracing the spirit of Advent by showing 
little pieces of kindness and helping their peers. This 
week has also been our assessment week. All the  
children in Year 6 have been working incredibly hard and 
I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge well 
done to all of them for their awesome attitudes and 
efforts throughout the week. 



Spelling Bee Award 

MathShed Award 

This week 

This week 

SRRCC Girls Football 

“Thank you to the girls who participated during our 

match yesterday. We won 8-0 and celebrated a lot  

afterwards. A big well done to Lucy and Saskia for scoring 

the goals, and to Holly our goal keeper! Saved all the 

goals. Archdeacon were a great team but it shows what 

teamwork can do when never giving up.” 

Giulia (Year 6) 



Reception 

This week 

Lucca ESPINOZA 

Tabitha PRESCOTT BRANN 

Year 1 

This week 

Pavel DERYAGIN 

Bessie KARGL 

Year 4 

This week 

Agnes FRASER 

Kaitlyn MOK 

 

Year 5 

This week 

Felix SHAH 

Zola FRANCA-BOMMER 

 

Year 3 

This week 

Ginevra CALZOLAIO 

Matilda FISHER 

 

Year 2 

This week 

Luke PENDLETON 

Cara GILLESPIE 

Year 6 

This week 

Antoni KRYSTA 

Lili INCH 

Pupils of the Week—Golden Tie 

Winners  



Christmas Time 



St. James Church First Holy Communion Preparation 2021-22 
 
If your child is in Year 3 or above and wishes to prepare for the sacraments of  
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion this year, the registration form for the 
programme at St James Church is now live. Preference will be given to candidates 
who live within the Parish boundaries.  

Deadline: 31st December 2021. For enquiries please contact the FHC team via 
stjamesfhc@gmail.com 

FHC Preparation 2022 

mailto:stjamesfhc@gmail.com

