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4th March 2022  

Miss A McMullen  
 

Dear Parents,  
 
It was wonderful to see the amazing range of book 
character costumes yesterday.  The children were 
very amused watching Mr Rogers in his inflatable  
Violet Beauregarde blueberry suit trying to navigate 
down the corridors!  Mrs Parker planned an exciting 
day of activities with stories being read by Sixth form 
students, author visits from Barbara Panetta and  
Caroline Lawrence and an exciting book trail around 
the school.  I was reminded of the quote from 
Dr.Seuss ‘The more that you read, the more things 
you will know.  The more that you learn, the more 
places you’ll go.’  Reading gives us access to the 
world around us and stimulates our imagina-
tions.  Children learn to love the sound of language 
before they even notice the existence of printed 
words on a page.  It helps them develop language 
and listening skills and prepares them to understand 
the written word. We are very fortunate to have the 
talented Mrs Parker, College Librarian, who provides 
a breadth of  
experiences to ignite the children’s love of  
reading.  We have invested into developing our  
reading scheme and purchasing high quality texts 
linked to each learning topic.  Mr Rogers, who  
coordinates English, will be delivering a virtual  
reading information evening; he will explain the  
national changes as well as outline resources and 
strategies to support your child learn to read.  We 
will share the date shortly.   
 
We were very proud of Kaitlyn (Year 4) who took part 
in the College’s piano scholars masterclass this 
week.  The masterclass was delivered by one of our 
own parents, and professional pianist, Jennie-Helen 
Moston.   

Kaitlyn played beautifully and was thrilled to be 
given the opportunity to learn from someone 
with so much experience.   

We have another reason to celebrate this 
week.  Mrs Green, our Maths Subject Leader, has 
been interviewed by the National Centre for  
Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics 
(NCETM) about our Teaching for Mastery  
curriculum.  For the past three years Mrs Green 
has been supporting teachers to implement the 
‘TFM’ principles and develop their pedagogy.  It is 
very impressive to see the children using their 
Mathematical vocabulary to explain their  
reasoning and explore different concepts.  You can 
read more about our curriculum  
development in the article  
-https://www.ncetm.org.uk/features/planning-and
-sequencing-for-curriculum-prioritisation/   

Thank you to all the parents who attended the  
recent parents’ meeting.  We hope you found it 
informative and enjoyed the opportunity to see all 
your child’s work and achievements.   
 
We look forward to our next parents’ evening on 
Thursday 10th March. 
 

Thank you for your support 

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/features/planning-and-sequencing-for-curriculum-prioritisation/
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/features/planning-and-sequencing-for-curriculum-prioritisation/


Our Catholic Community  

It was delightful to gather together in prayer with our 

new group of pupils who have joined us for our  

Lenten Art and Prayer Group on Wednesdays. This 

week, we discussed the importance of prayer and 

how we can use that as a time of reflection each day 

during Lent. We also discussed how prayer leads to 

action and we can use this time during Lent to reflect 

on our behaviour and act in a way that allows us to be 

more like Jesus and grow closer to God.  The children 

created beautifully decorated prayer jars to contain 

their prayer intentions. They thought and wrote  

prayer (lolly) sticks and the hope is that each day they 

can start the morning by selecting someone they can 

help and think about, or each evening someone they 

can ask God to watch over. If you haven't been able 

to join us this Lenten season you could still have a go 

at creating a prayer jar at home.   

Lenten Art & Prayer Group 

This week Head teachers received a letter from Cardinal Vincent Nichols. 

He prepared a video for our children to watch to help prepare them for 

Lent. In the video the Cardinal talks about the importance of attending 

Mass. In the video, it speaks about the importance of our life and faith, 

expressed in the prayer and actions of the Church. It stresses that our 

churches are open. More importantly, it highlights the season of Lent, 

beginning on Ash Wednesday, as the ideal time to become part of the 

journey through the life of our Catholic family, in the company and grace 

of our Blessed Lord and strengthened by each other. No one should  

journey through life alone. We are not created for that.  

Our Pilgrimage to the Cross 

Today we began our virtual journey which leads us through Lent to Jesus’ death on the cross on Good Friday.  



 

Prayer  

Take time as a family to say this prayer and to do 

some family activities. 

Dear Jesus  

We want to get closer to you. 

You give us all we need. 

Guide us on our way. 

Help us to remember to look to 

you, look to ourselves and look to 

others. 

Amen  

Today we stopped at the first place on our Pilgrimage 

Map. Our pilgrimage to the cross covers the whole of 

the season of Lent and is a thinking opportunity for us to 

grow in our faith and to grow closer to God.  

We reminded ourselves on the three ways that Jesus 

helps us to get closer to God. 

Ash Wednesday Mass 

Thank you Mini Vinnies... 

On Wednesday we gathered together for Ash 
Wednesday Mass with Canon Newby and  
reflected on the start of our Lenten journey.  We 
prayed for the people of Ukraine and considered 
how we can grow closer to God through fasting, 
almsgiving and prayer. It was incredibly special 
being together as a whole College community.  

Thank you for supporting our cake sale. We are 

delighted to have raised £216.15. All the left over 

cakes went to raise more money at St James’ 

Church the weekend after.  



Year 1 
Year 1 have been enjoying their new topic ‘if we 
go down to the woods today’. In Art we explored 
the work of Andy Goldsworthy, we created  
sketches and clay models of our chosen woodland 
natural material. Year 1 enjoyed using a range of 
techniques to mould their clay sculpture. We have 
also been immersed into the land of fairytale  
stories and have been exploring the story of  
Hansel and Gretel. We used drama to create 
different stages of the story and designed letters 
to help free Hansel and Gretel from the witch.  
Yesterday we celebrated World Book day and we 
all loved dressing up in our favourite book charac-
ter. We even had a very special visit from the  
author Barbara Panetta and Year 1 loved listening 
to the story called Chloe’s Promise.  

Reception  

Class learning  
As we continue to talk about the farm animals we 
may find we look forward to our trip to Bocketts 
Farm next week. Visiting a farm is a new experience 
for many, so we are all very excited about this trip 
out and what we may explore. 

Halfway through the year and our reading  
experience in Reception involves daily partner  
reading.  Key skills of this are taking turns talking to 
one other and giving positive praise to our partner. 
By reading the book twice we are discovering that 
we are becoming fluent speedy readers and are 
building on our comprehension skills. Our writing is 
progressing nicely as we confidently, “hold a  
sentence” in our heads and use finger spaces. We 
now practice reading our work back to make sure it 
makes sense. 



Year 2 
On Thursday 3rd March, Year 2 took on the challenge 

of becoming Plant Scientists for the day at Kew  

Gardens by investigating what seeds and plants need 

to grow, mature and stay healthy. We really enjoyed 

being scientists outside the classroom and made cross

-curricular links to our topic ‘Chocolate’ as went on 

search of the cacao beans in the glass conservatories, 

learning all about the tropical conditions needed for 

many of our foods to grow in regions close to the 

equator. Year 2 have been finding out how chocolate 

is made and we found many other plants which are 

also used in the making of our food. We also enjoyed 

learning about seed dispersal and in hiding our seeds 

like little squirrels, it was amazing to find that most of 

us could not find the seed we had hidden! It was a fun

-filled day of learning for us all.  



Year 3 
Last week Year 3 started their new topic all about 
Rocks, Relics and Rumbles. We began by exploring 
what volcanoes are and then discussed the  
infamous eruption of the volatile Mount Vesuvius. 
Inspired by the story of Pompeii we used coloured 
paper to create the shape of a volcano and then 
carefully mixed vinegar and baking powder to 
watch it erupt and overflow. We added red and 
orange food colouring to recreate the vibrant  
colour of lava.  

In our English work we have been learning about 
how to write accurate and specific instructions. 
As a class we worked together to create a lemon 
volcano which spectacularly erupted as the  
baking powder reacted with the lemon juice. We 
then worked together as a class to write a  
detailed set of instructions to teach others to 
make lemon volcanoes as well. As our  
independent task we took inspiration from our 
class text ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’ and 
had to write instructions to make our very own 
paper firework. 



Year 4 In our Geography work we spent time looking and  
discussing rocks, we used magnifying glasses to 
help see the finer details of the rocks and to analyse 
their features. We looked for crystals, fossils and 
layers to help us determine what type of rock we 
had which allowed us to begin a detailed drawing of 
the rocks around the classroom.  

This week Year 3 had an incredible time celebrating 

world book day. We especially loved meeting and lis-

tening to the author - Caroline Lawerence. I think this 

has helped inspire some future authors in Year 3! We 

had lots of incredible outfits and costumes across Year 

3 and we even had some characters (Lila and the  

Goddess of the Lake) from our class text. 

Year 4 have started the new half term off with a 
bang. We have been very busy getting familiar with 
our new topic Bottoms, Burps and Bile. We have 
explored our teeth and how an animal's teeth 
(including humans!) can identify where we could 
be placed within a food chain.  
This term we are reading the hilarious Demon  
Dentist by David Walliams and the children have 
enjoyed getting to know the characters during our 
Reading for Pleasure time, especially when we do 
“comfy reading”.  

During World Book Day, Year 4 were so honoured 
and excited to have Caroline Lawrence in our 
school. After the KS2 assembly, we were able to sit 
with her and discuss The Thieves of Ostia. Miss 
McCormack was so impressed with the questions 
we were asking - “What made you decide to make 
Lupus’ character have no tongue?” “Who was your 
inspiration for the characters?” and “Can you tell 
us why you chose to write about the Roman era 
and not another period of time?” 

We would like to take this opportunity to say  
massive THANK YOU to Mrs Parker who organised 
such a wonderful World Book Day. We are so lucky 
to have her.  
 
“I had a lot of fun yesterday and I think it was the 
best WBD I have ever had!” - Marla  
 
“That was my favourite WBD for a long time. I can-
not wait for the next one! I can’t pick a favourite 
part because I enjoyed it all!” - Catherine  
 
“Thank you for the wonderful day Mrs Parker.” - 
Luke  



Year 6 

Year 5 
Year 5 experienced an immersive ‘WOW Day’ 
around their topic Beast Creator. The children used 
online software ‘Switch Zoo’ to construct a mixture 
of animal species together to create and rename 
their hybrid beast. See some of the Year 5 examples:  

Racigdrolf by Mathilda     

 Zabimonke by Jamie  

We have also been studying the work of Charles  
Darwin and his 5 year expedition around the world. 
We created our class copy of his book ‘Origin of  
Species’ using examples of British Woodland insects. 
Year had to choose an insect and use different  
shading techniques (stippling, crosshatching,  
circulism and hatching) to draw their insect. 
The children also went on an insect scavenger hunt 
around the school playground using pooters - a small 
vacuum used to pick up insects. Once gathered we 
went back to identify what insects could be  
identified in our playground. 

Year 5 also used the powerful microscopes from the 
High School science lab to view a variety of insect 
body parts from butterfly wings to grasshopper 
legs.  

Last Friday, PC Simon Amor (our school link police 
officer) came to talk to Year 5 about how to be safe 
online, and build the children’s awareness of their 
digital footprint.  

Year 6 has had an exciting first few weeks back, we 
have had a visit from our resident police officer PC 
Amor who came in to speak with us about online 
safety and how we can ensure we can keep  
ourselves safe online. He also explained to us the 
risks (as well as the benefits) involved with having 
access to the internet so easily on the devices we 
use each day. 
In class we have begun our new topic ‘bloodheart’, 
in which we are going to learn all about the body 
and how the heart keeps our bodies ticking!!  
We are also really excited about our new class text 
‘Clockwork’ by Philip Pullman! We have been 
working hard to create a newspaper article about 
the famous clock tower from our fictional town of 
Glockenheim, but what has intrigued us most, is 
the spooky story our character ‘Fritz’ is currently 
reading to the locals of the town tavern! 
Finally, we all had an amazing day yesterday for 
WBD and Year 6 looked amazing in all of their  
impressive costumes! The children clearly all had 
tried super hard so well done! 



World Book Day 
Primary celebrated World Book Day in style yesterday!  Local author Barbara Panetta read her wonderful 
stories to KS1 and then in the afternoon, we were lucky enough to have a visit from multi-award winning 
author, Caroline Lawrence.  Caroline's interactive talk with Years 3-6 gave us all a fascinating insight into 
the ancient Roman world that has inspired so many of her books, complete with various Roman artefacts 
(ask your child about the 'xylospongium' or 'sponge on a stick'!) The costumes were brilliant, as  
always!  Particular congratulations to Pablo in Reception, for his homemade cat-in-the-hat costume and 
to Kerstin in Year 6 who came dressed as Mildred from the Worst Witch. We had lots of fun doing our 
'Big Book Swap' and the 'World Book Day trail', and we even had some Sixth Form visitors in Reception 
and Year 1 who read their favourite children's stories to the classes. Thank you to all those who took part 
in our World Book Day 'Eggs-hibition'. We were totally  overwhelmed by the number of students who 
created a book-related character and there were some truly amazing entries, some of which you can see 
in the images below. 

 

Author Barbara Panetta  Author Caroline Lawrence 

Pablo in Reception 

Cat-in-the-hat  Mildred 

Kerstin in Year 6  



Spelling Bee Award 

MathShed Award 

This week 

This week Last week 

Last week 



Reception 

Last week 

Gabriel Marcus  

Gabriela  

This week 

Briget Avdija 

Elena Muscio 

Year 1 

Last week 

Sophie Courell  

Bea Altmann   

This week 

Jacques Phillipps-Leroy 

Kaite Waite 

Year 4 

Last week 

Laura 

Davis Belaj 

This week 

Monti Prescott Brann 

Jessica Wheatley 

Year 5 

Last week 

Nicole Onuoha 

Ivy Speich 

This week 

Jack Panormo 

Kenny Boateng 

 

Year 3 

Last week 

Laura Wojnar 

Chloe Ng Fat 

This week 

Brittany Mendoza-Estrada 

Julian Szewczyk 

Year 2 

Last  week 

Elodie Bitar 

Stanley Rihel  

This week 

Nubi Reda 

Jacom Eltom 

Year 6 

Last week 

Daniel Zegen 

Annabelle Denizi 

This week 

Kerstin Belaj 

Jasper Smith 

Pupils of the Week—Golden Tie 

Winners  





Easter activities... 




