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Dear Parents,
‘Let us be protectors of Creation, protectors of God’s plan
inscribed in nature, protectors of one another and of the
environment.’ Pope Francis (Encyclical, Laudato Si).

Over the past couple of weeks we have been following
the events at COP26 and considering how we can be part
of the conversation around tackling climate change. The
whole College attended the virtual National Physics
Laboratory Climate change assembly on Wednesday and
completed a number of activities to explore the factors
that contribute to climate change and how we can reduce
our impact on the planet. They watched the very
powerful speech by Sir David Attenborough at COP26
urging world leaders to take action. Our Mini-Vinnies
have been leading us in joining Cafod’s ‘Eyes of the World’
campaign and considering how we can put our faith into
action in order to protect our common home. Recycling,
turning off lights and collecting rubbish around our local
area in our ‘plogging’ events are just a few ways we are
currently supporting our environment. But as stewards of
our planet we know there are many more ways we can
make positive changes. This is something we are
continuing to discuss as part of our Primary Parliament
meetings and we look forward to sharing our ideas with
you all. If you have any ideas or work in this area please
do get in touch as we would welcome any support.
The new curriculum topics have started and you will have
received topic webs outlining the skills and knowledge
being taught. As you are aware each topic begins with a
‘memorable experience’ to ignite the children’s curiosity
and stimulate an exciting learning dialogue. You will see
some of the amazing experiences the children have taken
part in. Year 6 had a very special visit to the Churchill War
rooms on Remembrance day. After lunch they were lucky
enough to see the royals drive past them on their way
back from the Cenotaph service. They even got a special
wave from the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge! It is
wonderful that after two years of change with Covid,
these experiences and trips can resume.

We have a number of children with medication in the
school. When you provide the school with your child’s
medication please can you record the expiry dates of the
medication so you can provide us with new medication
when they have expired. If you are unsure of the expiry
dates please speak to your child’s class teacher who will be
able to inform you.

Our Christmas preparations are underway and
children have been busy practising lines for
Nativity Play and learning songs. Please note
dates of all our Christmas events. These dates
many more are on our school calendar on
website:

Thank you for your support
Miss A McMullen
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Our Catholic Community
Remembrance Liturgy
On Thursday 11th November we took part in a Remembrance liturgy led by Mini-Vinnies. Our Minni Vinnies
explained the meaning of Remembrance day and the symbol of the poppy with great reference and respect.
They led us in prayers for soldiers and lit a candle. Following our liturgy, in the courtyard a Bugle played The Last
Post and had two minute silence. This gave us all a chance to reflect and remember all those who have died in
conflict.
Throughout the month of November our children can continue to write about their loved ones who have died, giving
us the opportunity to pray for them.

Poppy appeal

Mini Vinnies have been busy visiting classes
daily selling poppy memorabilia. Thank you for
all your support in helping The Royal British
Legion. This charity does a remarkable job and
is dedicated to helping the victims of war and
their families. The poppy is a reminder to
each one of us to say thank you to all those
who died: during both world wars, and in
more recent conflicts across the world.

Remembrance Prayer

Class learning
Reception
Reception have been fully immersed in our new topic
as we have enjoyed being read to by many teachers
this past week. Storytelling by Mr Burke had us in
laughter and “The Billy Goats Gruff” story by Miss
McMullen left us wanting to role play.

Dear God,
We remember those whom
you have gathered from the
storm of the war into the
peace of your presence;
May that same peace calm
our fears, bring justice to all
people and establish harmony
amongst the nations.

Amen

Our parade on dress up
day was supported with
cheers and smiles as we
walked around High
School and past many
classes.

Year 1
Year 1 have had an exciting start back to term. On Friday
5th November we were surprised to discover that a
dinosaur had been in to our classroom. Our classroom
had been turned upside down.

In the afternoon we transformed our cardboard
dinosaurs into masterpieces by using our previous
knowledge learnt in art on using prime colours.

As a class we worked as a team to investigate the clues
and evidence that had been left, some handy ‘CCTV’
footage confirmed that a T-rex had been in our
classroom. The t-rex had also left some very precious
eggs, which we had to chisel away at to discover baby
dinosaurs. As a class we found dinosaur fossils and
skeletons which we used to work out the different
names of individual dinosaurs.

Year 2
Year 2 Pirate Day 04.11.21

Ahoy me hearties! Our Year 2 classroom was taken
over by beastly pirates for the day!

We took to the seven seas on a fantastic journey
through our pirate day shenanigans!

As young pirates, we were recruited by the famous
female pirate, Mary Read. Our challenge was to help
find the buried treasure of Captain Kidd. We were
given important jobs on board the pirate ship, trained
to be terrifying, fearless pirates and taken on a journey
of adventure to find the hidden treasure. We lots of
fun creating our own pirate characters, while learning
of the hazards of life at sea in the 18th century.

Following our drama workshop, we learnt more about
treasure maps, pieced together our own map and
searched for clues around the playground to find the
hidden treasure.
We used printing techniques to design and create our
own pirate flag artwork and had a lovely time making
our very own pirate ships. It was a wonderfully creative
swashbuckling day!

This week our special focus was on COP26 and
exploring Climate Change. Year 3 attended an
assembly to learn more COP26 and to understand
how we can act as a team to help our common home.
Using our artistic skills, Year 3 then created their own
leaves out of paper and wrote three things they were
taking away from the learning and were going to do
to help save our planet.

Year 4
Year 4 had a super scientific start to the new half
term and our new topic Potions. Last Wednesday, we
dressed up as mad scientists and made our way over
to the high school to engage with some very exciting
experiments
with
Mrs.
Mason
and
Mr
Powell.

Year 3
In our topic lessons this week Year 3 explored water
pollution and water quality in preparation for our class
trip to the River Thames. Using universal indicator
paper Year 3 tested different substances such as
vinegar, lemon juice and coca-cola to determine
whether they were acids, alkalis or neutrals. They then
compared it to seawater and river water and discussed
their findings as a class.

We changed the colour of flames using bunsen
burners and different metals and we created
toothpaste for trolls using yeast and hydrogen
peroxide. Back in the classroom we explored a series
of mini- experiments suchs as magic melting slime,
leaky skittles and floating eggs!

Year 4 were so excited and engaged with the science
behind all the fun and many have, very eagerly,
decided they want to take all three sciences for
GCSEs!!!

Year 5 started the day with an experienced
Planetarium
show
taking
the
children on an amazing journey to explore and
experience the wonders of the night sky. Combining
real images from spacecraft and telescopes with
advanced CGI, all projected onto a fully immersive
dome.

Year 5
Year 5 Trip to The Royal Observatory
After nearly 2 years of no school trips, it was lovely
to finally experience learning altogether outside the
classroom at The Royal Observatory.

Isla commented:
After lunch we went over to see the prime meridian line
and discovered how since the late 19th century, the
Prime Meridian at Greenwich has served as the
reference line for Greenwich Mean Time, or GMT.
Before this, almost every town in the world kept its
own local time. There were no national or
international conventions which set how time should
be measured, or when the day would begin and end, or
what length an hour might be.

Charlie commented:
We then made our way up to the Great Equatorial
Telescope,
a
130-year-old
instrument
that
astronomer used to do research on our solar
systems and remained in use until the late 1960s. The
28-inch Greenwich refracting telescope is the largest
of its kind in the UK and the seventh
largest in the world.

The pupils participated in ‘Moon Phases and Eclipse’
workshop. In this workshop, students explored our
closest neighbour in space – the Moon. Through the
use of tactile models as well as images taken by
spacecraft and the Apollo astronauts, pupils explored
the different features found on the lunar surface. They
used their knowledge of the motion of the Moon
around the Earth to explain the observed lunar
phases. Using the concepts of light, shadows and
reflection, students were able to investigate the
phenomena of solar and lunar eclipses.

Year 6
We have already been incredibly busy in year 6 this half
term. Last week some of our class took part in their
level 2 Bikeability course. During this they had to
demonstrate an understanding of bike proficiency and
prove that they were confident in handling their
bicycles on both private and public roads.
Congratulations to all the children who achieved their
certificates.

This week, we also went on our trip to Winston
Churchill’s War Rooms in Westminster. We were so
amazed at the scale of the tunnels and secrecy that
was involved in winning the Second World War. We
were particularly surprised by the fascinating detail of
the maps, it was very exciting to see the actual
equipment and resources that the people had used
during the war effort. It really was as if they had left it
that day. To top it all off, we had a surprise drive-by
and wave from HRH Prince William.
The children and adults were all very
excited to see him. We had a fabulous day and the
children did the school and themselves extremely
proud.

Reception, Year1, Year 2 trip
It was wonderful to take a walk to our local church St James’ where we observed the baptismal font and noticed the
stained-glass windows. We all continued our learning as we discussed being welcomed into God’s family through
Baptism. A role play of Baptism introduced us to the keywords and as we sang hymns together we celebrated the
joy a Baptism brings as family come together.

Anti-Bullying week 15.11.21— 19.11.21
Odd Socks Day marks the start of Anti-Bullying Week and this year it is taking place on Monday 15th November.
Odd Socks day is an opportunity to encourage everyone to express themselves and celebrate their individuality!
We just want you to wear socks but if you would like to donate anything towards Anti-Bullying Alliance this would
be greatly appreciated for them to continue doing their great work each year.

Primary PE Sport Events
So far this term, we have been really busy in PE. Pupils have been highly engaged in lessons, clubs are thriving and
fixtures are finally back! Prior to half term our inter-house competitions begun, Rec and Year 1 competed in a
multi-skill station circuit whilst Year 2-Year 6 competed in a football tournament, please see below the Primary
Schools current standings. Well done to Noah house, who currently lead the way...

We are very pleased that the attendance at our clubs has been very high, almost all year groups have had 60%
participation. If your child has not yet attended a club, please encourage them to do so, you can still sign up via the
link sent out on a previous parentmail, there is plenty to choose from! Please do get in touch if you have any
questions. So far this term we have had 50 pupils represent the school in borough tournaments and fixtures. We
are so proud of all our pupils who have had this privilege and there are plenty of more opportunities coming up
before Christmas and beyond!
We look forward to sharing more sporting news in our termly Sports Bulletin!

Year 3 Girls Football

Year 5/6 Boys Football

The Cycle Coach Club
Year 5/6 Tag Rugby
Multiskills Club

Spelling Bee Award
Last week

This week

MathShed Award
Last week

This week

Pupils of the Week—Golden Tie

Winners
Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Last week

Last Week

Last week

Tommy Morgan

Henry Holden

Sofia Pereira

Lloyd Brizzell

Lauren Ribeiro

Alexander Summers

This week

This week

This week

Romeo Santos

April Speich

Nico Morgan

Leo Prochazka

Saga Sawkin

Elodie Bitar

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Last week

Last week

Last week

Last week

Brittany Mendoza Estrada

Zara Jackson

Natalya Leonard

Holly McKenzie

Lea Belloc

Jessica Wheatley

Scarlett Windsor

Daniel Zeegen

This week

This week

This week

This week

Sophie Russell

Luke Atkinson

Ben Ibbs

Jemima Larmour

Celia Stewart

Anny Pardin

Eva Evans

Jonjo Fahey

