
11 to 12 Transition Work - 
Geography 

 
Pre-knowledge tasks 

Glossary of terms 
 

Having a basic understanding of the following terms will allow you to get a head start in 

your study of Geography.  You can use textbooks or online resources to help you define 

the terms.  Just make sure the definition is a correct and relevant geographical definition 

and not a general one! 

There are 10 terms for each of the three physical geography topics. 

Term Definition 

Meander  

Levee  

Gorge  

Delta  

Floodplain  

Soft engineering  

Hard engineering  

Discharge  

Velocity  

Flood/storm 
hydrograph 

 

Longshore drift  

Constructive 
waves 

 

Destructive 
waves 
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Spit  

Wave-cut 
platform 

 

Stack  

Headland  

Bay  

Revetments  

Rip-rap  

Asthenosphere  

Lithosphere  

Epicentre  

Focus  

Aftershock  

Liquefaction  

Supervolcano  

Seismometer  

Pyroclastic flow  

Intrusive 
volcanic feature 
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Pre-knowledge tasks 

 
Section A 
 

Complete the key word glossary for the first three topics ready for a transition test 

during the 2nd week back.  You will be asked to spell and define 15 of these terms over 

20 minutes in the test. 

 

Section B 
 

Complete BOTH of the following essays: 

1. ‘Natural disasters have a much greater impact on the world’s poorest nations’. 
Discuss 
 

AND 

2. ‘Hard engineering methods are much more effective than soft engineering in reducing 

the impact of flooding at the coast and/or on rivers’. Discuss 

You will need to research appropriate content and case study examples to help support 

your writing. The websites, books, journals another sources listed in this booklet will be 

a good starting point but don’t just limit yourself to these. 

Formulate an argument that is approximately two sides of A4 when you are hand-writing 
although you can also word process the work. The following structure will provide a guide: 
 
Section 1- General introduction on the question 
Section 2 – Outline arguments and use evidence/examples to support your view 
Section 3 – Outline arguments and supporting evidence/examples against your view 
Section 4 – Draw a conclusion. 
 
AND 

Complete BOTH of the following questions on the formation of a geographical feature: 

1. Using a diagram(s) to help you, describe and explain the formation of a waterfall. (6 

marks) 

AND 

2. Using a diagram(s) to help you, describe and explain the formation of caves, arches, 

stacks and stumps. (6 marks) 
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A transition test will take place in the 2nd 

week back.  You will need to be able to replicate an essay and a question in exam 
conditions in approximately 30 minutes.  

Recommendations 
 

Core textbook(s) 
 

AQA Geography A Level and AS: Physical Geography  
by Simon Ross (Author), Tim Bayliss (Author), Lawrence Collins 

(Author), Alice Griffiths (Author)  

This textbook will give you an overview of all of the physical geography 
content for the first year of your A Level. It will be useful for additional 
reading and case studies to help supplement your lesson notes and 
extend your knowledge. There is also one for Human Geography that will 
be useful during year 13. 

 
OR 
                          AQA A Level Geography  
                     by by Ian Whittaker (Author) + four others 

Journals          This textbook will give you an overview of all both the 

human and physical geography content for both years of your A Level. Its 

theory and notes are more detailed than the one above but the case 

studies are not as detailed and user-friendly. It will be useful for 

additional reading and case studies to help supplement your lesson 

notes and extend your knowledge. 

 

  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Ian+Whittaker&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Ian+Whittaker&sort=relevancerank
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Journals 

These are an excellent way of keeping up-to-date with recent geographical events that 

can extend your knowledge and provide alternative case studies to help with your 

independent study. 

Start with the following popular journals: 

Geography Review 

Geography (by the Geographical Association) 

National Geographic 

 

Websites 

Websites can also be another excellent way of helping to extend your knowledge on 

recent geographical events to help build your case studies and support your 

independent study. 

The following are some of the most useful and accurate for recent events: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk 

http://www.thetimes.co.uk/ 

 

The following are some of the most useful for resources and content: 

http://www.slideshare.net 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/  

http://www.geographyalltheway.com/ 

 


